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We contribute to the enhancement of the 
Toolbox by submitting case studies and 
sharing relevant good quality documents 
that could be used throughout the 
Network.     X   As above 
Our RWP actively shares with GWP 
Partners in the region key documentation 
that could improve their WRM 
interventions.   X   As above 

Our RWP and CWP support the 
development of technical publications.   X   

This is primarily the case with TEC material, regional 
think tanks and international partners. It will be 
further enhanced, particularly given the range and 
depth of knowledge / expertise developed through 
the GWP-Med activities in a number of fields. 

We monitor knowledge generation of GWP 
Partners in our region.     X 

We consider being a well-informed organisation, 
both on knowledge generated by partners and 
beyond, on policy processes and developments and 
on fundraising options. 

6.  Fund raising         

We have been very active engaging donors 
(mention estimate annual amount in 
“remarks”)     X 

GWP-Med presents a constantly increasing LRF over 
the years, reaching almost 1:10 in the 2020 
forecast. GWP-Med is in a steady growing since 
2006 and currently has achieved a larger mode of 
operations (with regards to budget, activities, staff 
and partners) reaching 20-25 staff members in 
2017-2019, while having secured substantial 
financial resources for the period 2020-2022, 
though not enough to retain its current size and 
while fundraising efforts evolve. 

We have developed and submitted 
proposals for funding.     X 

A total of around 12 mil Euro in the period 2017-
2019, and more under consideration  

Our success in raising funds could be 
considered:     X 

Over the years, GWP-Med has an average of appx. 
80% success (accounted on aimed/approved 
budgets) in proposals submitted. 

Our success in engaging Partners to 
support our RWP and CWPs (in kind 
contributions) has been:   X   

Partners' co-financing is steadily pursued. However, 
while the in-cash locally raised funds have been 
increasing, there has been a bit less attention in 
that. 

 









Who we are
OUR VISION
A water secure world

OUR MISSION
To advance governance and management of water 

resources for sustainable and equitable development

HOW WE DRIVE CHANGE
Leveraging global policy frameworks, we will inject motivation, opportunity, and 

capacity into processes that have the potential to lead to systems changes at all levels.

OUR UNIQUE VALUE PROPOSITION

Our reach
We comprise 3,000+ partner organisations in over 180 countries, 

influencing change from local to global levels.

Our network
65+ Country Water Partnerships and 13 Regional Water Partnerships 

convene and broker coordinated action of government and non-government actors.
 

Our knowledge
We draw on implementation experience at the local level and 

link it across our Network and to global development agendas.



OUR STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
We strategically choose to work in areas where global or regional policy frameworks

exist and bring leadership focus, progress measurement, development partner action 
and potential for financing.

Foster coordination on 
    water across the Sustainable      

       Development Goals 

 Value water for development

Leverage the SDG target 6.5 
             on integrated water 

resources management     
     

Improve transboundary 
water governance 

Engage in learning on water 
governance and international 

water law

Convene through 
regional dialogues

We ensure water-specific insights are 
embedded and delivered towards 

national climate-related commitments, 
including Nationally Determined 

Contributions and National 
Adaptation Plans.

We support countries to access 
financing for climate adaptation by 

providing project preparation services 
such as feasibility studies, stakeholder 

outreach, and gender sensitisation.

We support the process of moving 
from initial investment planning by 

addressing key barriers in water-related 
infrastructure projects.

Advance national 
adaptation planning

Facilitate access 
to climate finance

Support integrated resilience 
planning, including in water 
infrastructure   

     

We reduce fragmentation and increase 
effectiveness by supporting 
coordinated planning and 
implementation with a range of actors.

We contribute to a better understanding 
of the value of water across sectors, as 
well as for societal well-being, future 
generations, and gender equality.

We support countries to establish 
national IWRM status assessments and 
use progress against SDG 6.5 as an 
entry point to prioritise and formulate 
responses to broader water challenges.

We advance transboundary cooperation 
by supporting investment planning, 
mobilising finance, strengthening 
institutions, and developing 
mechanisms for benefit sharing.

We facilitate peer-to-peer learning on 
international water governance and 
law so that practitioners understand 
and identify solutions to complex 
transboundary water issues.

We act as neutral conveners, working 
across sectors and borders as facilitators 
of regional dialogues to establish trust 
and identify entry points for cooperation.



OUR MEASURES OF SUCCESS

GWP will contribute to water secure, sustainable, inclusive, 
and resilient development.
We will significantly advance water-related SDGs in 60 countries and 20 transboundary basins, with 
a combined population of over 4 billion people.

We will influence €10 billion+ in water-related investments from government and private sources.

300+ water-related policies, laws, institutional arrangements and related 
management instruments incorporating IWRM principles adopted at regional 
national, and local levels.

80+ approved investment plans and budget commitments associated with 
policies, plans, and strategies that integrate water secure development.

30+ countries access climate finance to implement water-informed National 
Adaptation Plans and integrated flood and drought management policies and 
measures.

Investments of €1 billion+ directly supported in climate-resilient water 
management and infrastructure founded on robust, inclusive, and effective 
water governance systems.

20+ new transboundary arrangements, commitments, and agreements 
supported through GWP’s role as a neutral convener and facilitator of cross-
border dialogue.

20+ transboundary institutions strengthened or established with support 
from GWP teams, with a mandate to coordinate cross-border water 
resources management planning and investment.



AN ACTION NETWORK WITH A GLOBAL PRESENCE

VALUES THAT GUIDE OUR WORK
Inclusiveness            Openness            Transparency            Accountability      

Respect            Gender sensitivity             Solidarity

GWP Partners by type



Published 2019 by Global Water Partnership (GWP)

PO Box 24177
104 51 Stockholm
SWEDEN

Visitor’s address: Linnégatan 87D

Email: gwp@gwp.org

Websites: www.gwp.org  |  www.gwptoolbox.org

Facebook: globalwaterpartnership

Twitter: @GWPnews

Instagram: gwp_water

https://www.instagram.com/gwp_water/
https://twitter.com/GWPnews
https://www.facebook.com/globalwaterpartnership/


STRATEGY 2020–2025



WE ARE THE GLOBAL 
WATER PARTNERSHIP 
The Global Water Partnership (GWP) is a multi-stakeholder action network and intergovernmental organisation 
dedicated to working with countries towards the equitable, sustainable, and effi cient management of water 
resources. We comprise 3,000+ partner organisations in over 180 countries. Our network of 65+ Country Water 
Partnerships and 13 Regional Water Partnerships convenes and brokers coordinated action by government 
and non-government actors. A long-time advocate for integrated water resources management, we draw on 
implementation experience at the local level and link it across our Network and to global development agendas.

OUR VISION
A water secure world.

OUR MISSION
To advance governance and management of water resources for sustainable and equitable development.

OUR UNIQUE VALUE
GWP mobilises action on the global water crisis through a unique combination of social capital, shared values, 
credibility within the global water community, bottom-up orientation, and expertise. A network of networks, we 
ensure the ‘voices of water’ can infl uence local, national, regional, and global development priorities. We are 
committed to our role as a neutral convener and respected for our focus on inclusiveness and sustainability.

OUR WORK
Through our 2020–2025 Strategy, we will prioritise opportunities where key global or regional policy frameworks 

bring leadership focus, progress measurement, development partner action, and potential for fi nancing. 
Specifi cally, we target the following Anchor Areas: Water solutions for the Sustainable Development Goals; 

Climate resilience through water; and Transboundary water cooperation. 

WE MOBILISE
We mobilise people and organisations to unite around shared development priorities that impact water 

resources. We bring all voices to the table, including the private sector. We work with youth as key agents of 
change. We work towards gender equality in all that we do. We build and leverage partnerships, and work 

through multi-stakeholder platforms to create space for diverse views and interests.

WE ACT
We support coordinated action to address water risks and put integrated water resources management into 
practice. We work with our partners to change behaviours, strengthen institutions, build pilots and catalyse 
investment for water-wise sustainable development. We measure ourselves through the actions we take to 

improve water management and governance.

WE LEARN
We learn from our actions and relationships. We curate, create, and share knowledge globally and across 

regions. We work with stakeholders to turn learning into ongoing improvements in water management and 
provide a constant feedback loop through our learning and knowledge architecture.

OUR VALUES
Inclusiveness  |  Openness  |  Transparency  |  Accountability  |  Respect  |  Gender sensitivity  |  Solidarity



EXECUTIVE STATEMENT 

THE URGENCY  

THE GLOBAL WATER PARTNERSHIP: BRINGING THE VOICES OF WATER 1

OUR STRATEGY: MOBILISING FOR A WATER SECURE WORLD 3

OUR ANCHOR AREAS 7

 Water solutions for the Sustainable Development Goals 7

 Climate resilience through water 9

 Transboundary water cooperation 10

ACROSS OUR ANCHOR AREAS 12

 Engaging the private sector 12

 Contributing to gender equality 14

 Mobilising youth for water resources management 15

HOW WE WILL DRIVE CHANGE 16

 We mobilise 17

 We act 18

 We learn 19

HOW WE WILL SUPPORT AND STRENGTHEN OUR NETWORK 20

CONTENTS



www.gwp.org

EXECUTIVE STATEMENT
We see great urgency to act. If the world remains off-track to deliver on its goal to bring sustainable 
water and sanitation to all, we will jeopardise the entire 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
Poverty and inequality will grow, and our planet will not be able to sustain us. Instead, to successfully 
pursue and achieve sustainable development, we need a water lens on all we do. 

Taking comprehensive steps in the water sector is not easy – it takes time, perseverance, and 
determination. The magnitude of the demands on water is stunning and the demands themselves are 
competing. The Global Water Partnership (GWP) is uniquely positioned to help. Our Network of over 
3,000+ partner organisations is broad and brings a strong brand with over 20 years of experience that 
speaks to our staying power. Our 65+ Country Water Partnerships have strong relationships and have 
earned trust through multi-stakeholder engagements. Our 13 Regional Water Partnerships have taken 
on leadership and support roles in regional processes, region-to-region learning and cross-country 
coordination. Our Network is supported by a global team that brings passion and insight into global 
processes and strong competencies in managing programmes, funds, and relationships.

Our Strategy argues for agility and urgency. Its purpose is to guide how our Network focuses its work 
between 2020 and 2025. Because we are a network, the Strategy operates at different levels. It 
provides direction for our Country Water Partnerships and Regional Water Partnerships – outlining 
our consistent thematic priorities and codifying our distinctive approach to delivering change while 
allowing for autonomy and innovation. The Strategy also offers insights to our Network, laying out 
areas of action and impact we can collectively pursue. And, fi nally, the Strategy clarifi es the roles of 
those supporting the Network – the GWP Organisation and its governance bodies – in enabling and in 
being held accountable for helping deliver the Strategy.

Our Strategy is a Network Strategy, refl ecting the diversity and wealth of views and opportunities 
across our many partners and stakeholders. It provides space for everyone in our community to build 
their work programmes in alignment with the choices we make together. 

Our Strategy has been informed by an independent evaluation (May–July 2018) and a GWP Partner 
Survey (November 2017). It benefi ted from early guidance from our Steering Committee, Financing 
Partners and Technical Committee. It took on input from our GWP Network Meeting, held in September 
2018, bringing together 355 partner organisations from nearly 50 countries, as well as from our 
13 Regional Steering Committees. Our Regional Chairs and Regional Coordinators have provided 
insight and have been involved throughout. Our partners across our main stakeholder groups – from 
international organisations, research and academia, civil society, and the private sector – took time to 
review and comment on various versions of the document.

We are proud and humbled to share with you a document that will be the compass for our Network, 
provide accountability for our institutional and fi nancing partners, and offer inspiration for all who 
work with the Global Water Partnership.

Howard Bamsey
Chair 

Monika Weber-Fahr
Executive Secretary and CEO 

Amadou Maiga
Chair of Regional Chairs 
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THE URGENCY
The global water crisis urgently needs more attention and 
coordinated action. Sound and integrated water resources 
management is needed more than ever.  

Our Strategy 2020–2025:
Mobilising for a Water Secure World

As countries and development partners work to address major water challenges, 
GWP will mobilise key players and learn from new experiences to create and maintain 
momentum for coordinated action.  

A multi-stakeholder action network, GWP will leverage global policy frameworks and 
mobilise its 3,000+ partner organisations – both within and beyond the water sector 
– to bring voices of water to the table and get things done.

GWP STRATEGY 2020–2025



1. Water is a fundamental human right and is essential for sustainable development – and it is under 
threat. Billions of lives are at risk because, in many parts of the world, water resources are managed 
poorly. Compromised by ineffi ciencies, struggling institutions, major data and infrastructure gaps, and 
a lack of inclusivity, the use of water is not adequately coordinated. As a result, scarce, polluted and 
poorly managed water resources are about to bring more and more countries to a breaking point, as 
additional pressures from climate change, population growth, urbanisation, and migration abound. In 
less than 100 years, the world has gone from 14 percent to 60 percent of its population living under 
water scarcity. A massive systems change is needed to allow countries to respond to the current crises 
and to provide clean and sustainably managed water to people. 

2. GWP will mobilise key players and learn from new experiences to create and maintain momentum 
for coordinated action that can respond to these threats. A global multi-stakeholder action network, 
GWP and its more than 3,000 partner organisations provide a direct connection with infl uential 
stakeholders, from practitioners in local communities to senior politicians and global leaders. Our 
network modality allows us to create coalitions within and beyond the water sector in an agile and 
cost-effective way. We operate without ego: building partnerships is our way of working and we make 
sure we strengthen, complement, and do not duplicate the work of other development actors. We are 
deeply committed to our role as a neutral convener and we are respected as a voice for inclusiveness 
and sustainability.

3. Our aim is to foster systemic change so that the pressures on water can be moderated and 
managed. While many development partners are lending their fi nancing and technical experience to 
support governments and other actors, few have the capacity or credibility to mobilise the breadth of 
stakeholders needed at the basin, country, and regional levels to work towards long-term solutions. 
New, broader, and more visible efforts are needed to change decision-making around water. 
Many understand this and some have begun to build and reinvigorate the enabling environments, 
institutions, policies, and management instruments around water, and to explore new technology and 
infrastructure choices. However, inertia remains rampant. We see this at the policy level as well as in 
administrative agencies, and even among development partners: short-term and siloed thinking is 
impeding systemic action. To break this mould, mobilising voices, action, and learning are needed. It 
is our ambition to provide just that.

4. We draw from experiences with integrated water resources management (IWRM) at the local 
and regional levels and link those lessons to global insights. IWRM is a process that promotes 
the coordinated development and management of water, land, and related resources. It explicitly 
aims to maximise economic and social welfare in an equitable manner without compromising the 
sustainability of vital ecosystems and the environment. Insights on IWRM have historically been one 
of GWP’s key services to Network Partners and stakeholders, and our knowledge base and ongoing 
research provide a unique and valuable feedback loop to strengthen knowledge at all levels.

www.gwp.org1
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5. Our distinctive business model leverages network effects to strengthen the impact of autonomous 
local partnerships. Most of our teams operate out of and are part of in-country or regional non-profi t 
organisations that convene stakeholders for action. Committed to operating through partnerships, 
we unite around our efforts to integrate water resources management across sectors, stakeholders, 
and borders. Yet we are diverse in our independent Country and Regional Water Partnerships. 
Each Network Partner operates independently and takes decisions that refl ect local needs and 
opportunities. We actively seek to include groups in our Network that may be excluded from policy 
decisions – such as indigenous peoples, women, youth, and others. Our global team ensures we all 
benefi t from being part of the Network – by coordinating our governance, facilitating cross-network 
activities and learning, and advocating for good water management globally.

6. We are well-positioned to drive this change thanks to our reputation, our network of local 
organisations, and our expertise in water management. This unique combination of resources and 
capabilities allows us to be a credible interlocutor with global organisations, mandated institutions 
in over 100 countries, and across diverse and inclusive platforms – including organisations that 
do not focus directly on water. GWP’s nearly 25-year history provides us with a positive reputation 
and the credibility needed to contribute to resolving the diffi cult water-allocation and water-sharing 
decisions needed going forward. We are seen as a trustworthy partner that can convene relevant 
stakeholders and facilitate constructive conversations about challenging topics. Our long-standing 
relationships with a range of partners and global leaders ensure that the ‘voices of water’ are heard in 
the implementation of local, national, regional, and global development priorities.  

Our Accomplishments

Since it was founded in 1996, GWP has grown into a network that has promoted, learned about, and 
shaped new ways for managing water in an integrated way. We are a network of networks with a track 
record of successfully ensuring that water and its many users and uses are refl ected in policy and investment 
decisions. There is no organisation like GWP in its combination of strong social capital, shared values, trust 
earned in the world’s water community, bottom-up orientation, and water management expertise.

GWP’s track record in achieving results is strong. During our last strategy period from 2014 to 2019, 
GWP’s Country and Regional Water Partnerships supported over 80 countries in managing their water 
resources, manifested in more than 200 water governance outcomes. These outcomes also brought 
fi nancial returns: GWP-supported plans, strategies, and initiatives infl uenced water-related investments 
of more than €1 billion. These included national water management policies and plans, investment plans, 
and river basin management strategies.

A 2018 independent evaluation of GWP’s track record between 2014 and 2017 concluded that GWP 
has delivered against its strategic plan and far exceeded a majority of its targets. The evaluation found 
that GWP is an important and needed player in water resources management and that the global context 
strongly validated the relevance of GWP’s mission. It also found that GWP has put in place an effective 
global architecture to monitor funding and results. With this Strategy, we are building on the evaluation’s 
recommendations, further investing in and strengthening our operational model and agility at the local 
and regional level.



7. The water crisis is too big for half measures. With our Strategy, we commit ourselves to 
ambitious targets that will contribute to enabling water secure, sustainable, inclusive, and resilient 
development between 2020 and 2025. Our ambitions will be driven by opportunities that we identify 
with our partners and shaped by the ideas emerging through our collaboration, by the alliances 
we can build, and by the resources we are able to generate. Throughout the Strategy, we will work 
to mobilise these ideas and opportunities, alliances, and resources. We will measure our success 
based on a results framework that aligns with the global development agenda and contributes to 
development goals. Specifi cally, we will aim for the following overarching targets for our Network:


 Support 4 billion people living in 60 countries and 20 transboundary basins. We will 
 signifi cantly advance the water-related Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 60 countries 
 and 20 transboundary basins with a combined population of over 4 billion people.

 Promote €10 billion in new investments. We will infl uence more than €10 billion in 
 water-related investments from government and private sources. 

www.gwp.org3
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8. We will address coordination and motivation challenges by leveraging political systems, 
technological change, and private sector drive. We see countries and organisations pursue ambitious 
sustainable development agendas while discounting or ignoring crucial water-related trade-offs 
and confl icts between the development goals. Most countries have organised their decision-
making processes and implementing institutions around sectors or development priorities; siloed 
approaches, fragmented thinking, lack of institutional integrity and bureaucratic competition are 
mirrored by many development partners and prevent solutions to the water crises. At the same time, 
technological and economic changes create new opportunities: social media are transforming network 
and community management; big data and new business models are emerging to help prevent 
human-made disasters, manage fl ooding, and raise public awareness of water conservation; the 
private sector is increasingly recognising the importance of water management to mitigate business 
risks; and the regionalisation of development agendas is changing the nature of water management 
interventions. We can capitalise on these opportunities to focus attention and mobilise action to 
ensure that water resources are managed as a key part of the development agenda.

9. We will anchor our work where key global or regional policy frameworks bring leadership focus, 
progress measurement, development partner action, and potential for fi nancing. In this Strategy, we 
have prioritised intervention points where governments, civil society organisations, and the private 
sector are already engaged, but where the persistent lack of coordination and failures to incorporate 
water-related insights create an opportunity for GWP to drive systemic change to address these issues. 
The 2030 Agenda, the Paris Agreement, the Sendai Framework, and transboundary cooperation 
initiatives, offer compelling and realistic opportunities. 

10. Within each of our Anchor Areas, our Theory of Change injects motivation, opportunity, and 
capacity into processes that will lead to better water management. Building on GWP’s strengths, 
we will strategically shape and design our activities along three dimensions that together will help 
us maximise our impact: we will engage new actors and extend the reach of our current partners (we 
mobilise); we will create and maintain momentum for action across IWRM processes, building pilots, 
catalysing action and investments, and creating opportunities for systems change (we act); and we 
will create mindful learning processes for agile improvements and innovations (we learn). 

11. We are fl exible in our approaches: there is no ‘one-size-fi ts-all’ approach in water resources 
management. We see IWRM as an ‘umbrella’ concept, with its four dimensions now encapsulated 
in SDG 6.5 (enabling environment, institutions and participation, management instruments, and 
fi nancing). Building on the targets set by SDG 6.5, we will fl exibly leverage a broad set of related 
approaches to improve water-related decisions, including: water–energy–food–environment 
nexus approaches, nature-based solutions, corporate water stewardship, ecosystem management, 
integrated fl ood and drought management, source-to-sea approaches, circular economy approaches, 
water footprint management methods, and climate infrastructure management.
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OUR ANCHOR AREAS

13. GWP will support work on the policies and investment plans that help countries resolve 
water-related trade-offs inherent in achieving the SDGs. We will stimulate ongoing awareness 
of the need that, to achieve the 2030 Agenda as a whole, mandated institutions must work in 
new ways, especially through multi-stakeholder partnerships, as highlighted in SDG 17. As part 
of this effort, we will focus on:

 Supporting agencies and key players to coordinate and resolve the competing demands 
 for water resources as they work towards achieving the SDGs while driving investment and 
 employment targets; 
 Incorporating the multiple values of water in decision making; and 
 Supporting countries to assess their progress towards integrated water resources 
 management targets as set through SDG 6.5.

14. Supporting agencies and key players to coordinate and resolve the competing demands 
for water resources as they work towards achieving the SDGs while driving investment and 
employment targets. Investments in infrastructure and other measures to drive economic 
development and employment all draw on local water resources. For this reason, action must 
be coordinated and integrated across all the SDGs. Not doing so will endanger access to 
clean and sustainable water, and the achievement of other development goals. We will work 
with countries to facilitate engagement between different sector ministries and agencies and 
to engage all key players to identify priorities and formulate appropriate responses to water 

12. The next six years offer a window of opportunity to leverage global policy frameworks to build 
momentum and change complex systems. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 
Paris Agreement, the Sendai Framework, the Desertifi cation Convention, and commitments made 
towards transboundary cooperation frameworks, among others, offer opportunities for countries 
and organisations, and the partnerships between them, to fi ght poverty and advance sustainable 
development. Working in specifi c basin-, country-, and regional-level contexts, we know that we can 
mobilise greater momentum where such broader forces are already at play. We will therefore anchor 
our work in these three global priorities: the SDGs, the imperative to support climate adaptation, and 
efforts to advance transboundary cooperation.

“We recognize that water is at the core of sustainable development as it is closely 
linked to a number of key global challenges.”

from The Future We Want, United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/66/288, outcome document of 
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 2012

Water solutions for the Sustainable 
Development Goals



resources management challenges. We will mobilise ‘nexus thinking’ on the food–ecosystems–energy 
nexus, the nexus with health and education, and the employment dimension of water resources. We 
will specifi cally involve the private sector and youth initiatives in focusing and maintaining attention 
on necessary action. 

15. Incorporating the multiple values of water in decision making. To generate cross-sectoral interest 
and wider political commitment, we will seek to contribute to a better understanding of the multiple 
values of water and of water’s importance for implementing SDGs beyond the water targets of 
SDG 6. We will use values- and ethics-based entry points in conversations about water. We will 
mobilise expanded assessments of the values of water through economic and non-economic business 
case development, building evidence-based arguments tailored to non-water stakeholders, mindful of 
the need to take inclusive approaches. We will work with others to provide the context and evidence 
necessary to make a robust case for taking the values of water into account when making decisions at 
national, basin, regional, and continental levels. 

16. Supporting countries to assess their progress towards integrated water resources management 
targets as set through SDG 6.5. The United Nations’ ongoing monitoring efforts provide a welcome 
context for refocusing attention on improving water management. We will support countries to 
establish national IWRM status assessments in an inclusive and action-oriented way, thereby creating 
important entry points and reminders for conversations that will drive continued action. These 
initiatives will model broad engagement beyond the water sector and establish priority issues across 
water-related SDG targets. The actions agreed upon towards concrete improvements in sustainable 
water management will showcase how coordination on water benefi ts the SDG agenda as a whole.

8www.gwp.org
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“GWP East Africa organised a SDG 6 workshop so we could all better 
understand the challenges and priority areas for IWRM in Burundi. Following 
this we were able to make important recommendations for improving IWRM 
implementation in line with SDG target 6.5. We really appreciated this support 
to make it successful.”

Engineer Anicet Nkurikiye, Advisor to the Minister for Water and Environment in Burundi, 
and Chair of GWP Burundi

More than 300 water-related policies, 
laws, institutional arrangements, and 
related management instruments 
incorporating IWRM principles adopted at 
regional, national, and local levels.  

SUCCESS WILL BE...
More than 80 approved investment 
plans and budget commitments 
associated with policies, plans, 
and strategies that integrate water 
secure development.
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17. GWP will introduce water-specifi c insights into national dialogues, planning, and investments 
associated with climate resilience-related development priorities. As part of this effort, we will focus on:

 Including water-informed insights in national adaptation planning;
 Facilitating access to climate fi nance for resilience-building water projects; and
 Supporting integrated resilience planning, including in water infrastructure. 

18. Including water-informed insights in national adaptation planning. We will work to introduce 
water-specifi c insights – particularly on fl ood and drought management, a stated priority of most 
countries – into national dialogues on climate resilience-related development priorities. We will do 
so primarily through existing national processes as countries update their Nationally Determined 
Contributions under the Paris Agreement and develop, implement, and refi ne their National 
Adaptation Plans. We will highlight transboundary perspectives in these national processes and 
channel insights from practical work at country- and river basin-level to inform global climate and 
disaster risk reduction policy.

19. Facilitating access to climate fi nance for resilience-building water projects. Many countries’ water 
agencies struggle to access multilateral development and climate fi nance for resilience-building 
water projects. GWP’s Country and Regional Water Partnerships will support countries to strengthen 
upstream country readiness, identify and prepare projects, conduct the multi-stakeholder outreach 
necessary to build ownership, and ensure projects are designed to benefi t the most vulnerable 
populations. 

“In Zimbabwe, as part of the Water, Climate and Development Programme, 
GWP Southern Africa provided technical and fi nancial support to organise 
stakeholder consultations during the drafting of water-related Action Plans 
for the National Climate Change Response Strategy (NCCRS). Because of the 
extensive consultations and media coverage, more people are now aware of 
climate change issues. This will make it easier to implement the NCCRS and 
for Zimbabwe to be more climate change resilient.”

Professor Sarah Feresu, Institute of Environmental Studies, University of Zimbabwe

“Water is to adaptation what energy is to mitigation.”

from the World Bank’s High and Dry: Climate Change, Water, and the Economy, 2016

Climate resilience through water
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More than 30 countries access climate 
fi nance to implement water-informed 
National Adaptation Plans and integrated 
fl ood and drought management policies 
and measures.

SUCCESS WILL BE...
Investments of more than €1 billion 
directly supported in climate-resilient 
water management and infrastructure 
founded on robust, inclusive, and 
effective water governance systems.

20. Supporting integrated resilience planning, including in water infrastructure. Investment in 
resilience-building water infrastructure, both built and natural, as well as supporting institutions 
and information systems is essential for sustaining economic growth and jobs, reducing inequality, 
sustaining vital ecosystem services, and managing fl oods and droughts. But progress is slow, stemming 
from sectoral and siloed approaches. Our Country and Regional Water Partnerships will use their 
convening power to support integrated resilience planning and to catalyse and accelerate collaborative 
action among water, climate, development, disaster risk reduction, and fi nance communities. 

Transboundary water cooperation

“Transboundary water cooperation is a precondition for sustainable development, 
peace and stability.”

from UN-Water’s Progress on Transboundary Water Cooperation 2018: Global Baseline for SDG Indicator 
6.5.2, 2018

21. GWP will work across sectors and administrative borders to identify solutions that can promote 
sustainable transboundary water resources management. As part of this effort, we will focus on:

 Facilitating dialogue across political jurisdictions; 
 Learning about water governance and international water law; and
 Improving transboundary water governance.

22. Facilitating dialogue across political jurisdictions. As neutral conveners able to work across sectors 
and administrative borders, our Country and Regional Water Partnerships can facilitate multi-stakeholder 
dialogue and promote sustainable transboundary water resources management. We will work at 
the technical level to open up dialogues where water confl icts exist, as a way to promote peace and 
cooperation. Our engagement approach is broad, mobilising key actors and stakeholders, including river 
basin/lakes organisations, institutions supporting cooperation over transboundary aquifers, regional 
economic commissions, governments, key stakeholders from countries sharing freshwater, and local 
communities and users of transboundary waters. Mobilising youth groups focused on water resources 
issues and beyond will be an important element of building positive momentum for regional dialogues. 



www.gwp.org11

23. Learning about water governance and international water law. We have found that learning provides 
a positive environment for otherwise potentially adversarial dialogue to be initiated informally and 
constructively. We will therefore build on GWP’s successful engagement in training on water governance 
and international water law and expand towards supporting peer-to-peer learning and knowledge-
sharing among transboundary water practitioners in collaboration with existing global learning 
platforms. We will also leverage the alumni dimension of such learning activities as an effective way 
for practitioners to continue to understand and to jointly identify solutions to complex transboundary 
water issues. We will engage government, regional economic bodies, and other key transboundary basin 
stakeholders in learning processes and opportunities. 

24. Improving transboundary water governance. Where water resources cross boundaries, political 
complexities exist that empower some but not all actors to put IWRM into practice. GWP teams will 
deploy a wide range of measures to foster transboundary water cooperation, including: (i) supporting 
investment planning and mobilising fi nance; (ii) contributing to the development of transboundary 
water action plans and to the establishment of joint institutional mechanisms; (iii) advocating for 
reducing disaster risks through data sharing; and (iv) providing insight on developing mechanisms for 
benefi t sharing and for enabling regional (energy) trade. GWP will facilitate integrated management 
in transboundary basins, as well as from source to sea. In particular, GWP will work in deltas, a key 
connecting point for freshwater and ocean water issues. 

More than 20 new transboundary 
agreements, commitments, and 
arrangements supported through GWP’s 
role as a neutral convener and facilitator 
of cross-border dialogue. 

SUCCESS WILL BE...
More than 20 transboundary institutions 
strengthened or established with support 
from GWP teams, with a mandate to 
coordinate cross-border water resources 
management planning and investment.

“GWP Mediterranean’s assistance enabled us to review our 10-year strategy 
through an IWRM lens. They contributed to our national water sector strategy 
and helped to set up a decision-support system for managing six main rivers 
using the water evaluation and planning system model.”

Dr Fadi Comair, Director General, Directorate for Electrical and Hydraulic Resources, Ministry of Energy and 
Water, Lebanon
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ACROSS OUR ANCHOR AREAS

Engaging the private sector

25. Today’s water challenges need all water interests to be at the table to jointly diagnose, discuss, 
and develop shared solutions – including the private sector. So far, private sector engagement in 
water resources management or governance has been limited; yet, as water users, as producers 
of waste water, as service providers, fi nanciers, or insurers, private sector entities enormously 
infl uence water availability and how water-related risks and opportunities are addressed. GWP has 
been able to build experience in engaging the private sector, including by working with farmers 
on water effi ciency solutions, with beverage companies on non-conventional water resource 
mobilisation, with mining fi rms on water quality and quantity standards, and with utilities on 
drought management planning.  

26. We will mobilise private sector engagement where we see key water challenges coincide 
with our role, structure, and competencies. We will do so in the context of our work towards 
IWRM – specifi cally to mobilise private sector engagement and contributions to building enabling 
environments, institutions, management tools, and fi nance for managing water resources in an 
integrated way. Strategically, we will:

 Focus on highly water-relevant sectors. The choice of sectoral engagement will vary, depending 
 on the country or region, and it will be driven by the relevance of a particular sector to water 
 management challenges and solutions. From a global perspective, key sectors will include: 
 mining, textiles, food/agriculture, the fi nancial and insurance sectors, water service providers, 
 and products (including for off-grid solutions, non-conventional water resources, water 
 effi ciency, water quality measurement, etc). 

 Focus on specifi c areas where GWP’s role as a trusted convener and solutions broker can make 
 a difference. These areas are likely to include: 
 (a)  water data (creation, sharing, monitoring) – where GWP involvement can help contribute to 
  collaborative solutions to data gaps;
 (b) innovative solutions, approaches or technologies – where GWP involvement can help pilot, 
  roll-out, or fi nd acceptance for what is new; 
 (c)  integrity, transparency, standards – where GWP involvement can help broker sector-wide  
  improvements in private sector performance, including water accounting practices, 
  procedures, and protocols. 

 Focus on national- or basin-level challenges – not on site-level or company-level engagement. 
 GWP’s strategic role does not lie in being a service provider to facilitate agreements between 
 individual companies and the communities they engage with. Instead, the multi-stakeholder 
 dimension of our setup positions us to mobilise and bring together multiple players to solve 
 challenges at the basin level or the national level specifi cally where longer-term engagement, 
 institution building, and policy frameworks are needed. This will allow us to complement and 
 support the work of others.
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27. We will design engagements carefully to create a level playing fi eld and address power 
asymmetries, integrity challenges, potential attention diversion, and the risk of bias. There are real 
risks associated with engaging private sector parties in water resources management processes 
and initiatives. Engaging with large companies can divert government and public focus away from 
otherwise agreed upon policy priorities, particularly when the initiatives are backed with signifi cant 
resources and require government attention to go forward. Also, there is the risk of ‘regulatory 
capture’: where water resources institutions are weak, corporations or water services providers may 
begin to dominate water resources decisions, intentionally or unintentionally, undermining regulatory 
systems. Furthermore, where regulatory entities and private sector money coincide, corruption is 
a real risk and integrity initiatives may be required. The mandates and interests of private entities, 
governments, and civil society do not typically align: given the differences in power structures and 
access to resources and information, the engagement of the different parties must be designed in a 
manner that levels the playing fi eld. 

28. Our business model for private sector engagement initiatives will be built around partnerships 
and may involve private sector contributions. In building private sector engagement initiatives, we 
will partner with organisations that bring specifi c competencies. We will mobilise funding for private 
sector initiatives jointly with these organisations and through contributions from bilateral and 
multilateral donors as well as from private sector contributions.   

More than 20 initiatives with private sector actors to mobilise 
investment, reduce impacts on water by key industries, and promote 
innovation and entrepreneurship.

SUCCESS WILL BE...

Rocrops Agrotec, a smallholder family farming business, joined GWP 
Caribbean as a partner in 2010. “Membership has encouraged us to focus 
more on promoting climate-smart agriculture and water management on our 
farm. This is helping us to adapt to climate change and we help others by 
building capacity among local agricultural and environmental practitioners. 
All this has enabled us to contribute to rural development and food security 
in Trinidad and Tobago.”

Ramgopaul Roop, CEO Rocrops Agrotec, Trinidad and Tobago
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Contributing to gender equality

29. Through GWP’s Gender Strategy we will implement a ‘never without them when about them’ 
approach. As part of all programmes developed under GWP’s Anchor Areas, our work to promote 
gender equality will focus on:

 Institutional leadership and commitment; 
 Gender inclusion and analysis that drives change;
 Meaningful and inclusive participation in decision-making and partnerships; and 
 Equal access to and control of resources. 

30. We commit our portfolio of action to promoting gender equality beyond statements of intent. 
Across our entire portfolio, we will unlock barriers to progress on gender equality and inclusion in 
water resources management, ultimately expanding benefi ts for women, vulnerable and excluded 
groups, and the environment through a dedicated global programme. We will invest in gender 
informing and gender sensitising our work, including through tailored training and project and 
programme design, through specifi c analyses, and through dedicated monitoring and evaluation 
efforts. We will partner with other organisations to better understand and account for a broader 
range of factors that can lead to exclusion and marginalisation in water resources management, 
such as age, disability, ethnicity, caste, and sexuality, to ensure that no one is left behind. We will 
hold ourselves accountable by using GWP’s Gender Strategy (2015) and Gender Action Piece (2017) 
as guides when designing all of our initiatives.

More than 20 countries implement development plans, strategies, and formal 
commitments that aim to contribute to gender inclusion and/or equality through water 
secure development. 

SUCCESS WILL BE...



31. Anchored in our Youth Strategy, we will engage youth on decisions, employment, and innovation. 
Over the past fi ve years, GWP teams around the world have begun to purposefully reach out to and 
mobilise youth groups and younger individuals to confront water resources management challenges. 
We will reinvigorate our efforts to include young people in water decisions, offering pathways for 
youth to become agents of change for improved water resources management and sustainable 
development. More specifi cally, as part of all programmes developed under GWP’s Anchor Areas, our 
work to mobilise youth will focus on: 

 Supporting youth engagement in water policy processes, including through joint learning and 
 capacity building on youth engagement with youth and partners; 
 Cultivating youth-led initiatives for advancing good water management and governance; and 
 Leveraging water resources management to build employment opportunities and innovative 
 approaches relevant for youth interested in contributing to building a water secure world. 

www.gwp.org15

Mobilising youth for water 
resources management

“Being part of GWP has been one of the most important experiences of my life. 
I have been able to learn and collaborate with people from different countries 
and regions, but above all, it has been an opportunity to be part of an initiative 
that has addressed water scarcity issues for women in rural communities. This 
experience has helped me to understand that access to water continues to be 
a great challenge, but also that everyone, especially young people and women, 
must be part of the change to guarantee water for all.”

Vilma Alicia Chanta, GWP Central America Youth Focal Point. Works at FUNDE, in El Salvador, a GWP partner

More than 20 youth-centric initiatives that mobilise youth to 
engage with water management and governance processes 
and systems and to participate in decision making.

SUCCESS WILL BE...
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HOW WE WILL DRIVE CHANGE
32. Over the next six years, we will shape and design our activities along three dimensions that 
together will help us maximise our impact: mobilising, acting, and learning. 

WE
LEARN

WE 
ACT

WE 
MOBILISE

FOR A WATER SECURE WORLD

“Every solution is provisional and contains the seed of a future problem; it works 
for a time and there is a constant challenge and response cycle. There is a spiral-
like refl exive relationship between water and economic growth; improved water 
management promotes growth and economic growth creates opportunities for new 
kinds of water management interventions.”

John Briscoe, as referenced in Tushaar Shah’s Increasing water security: the key to implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goals, Global Water Partnership, 2016
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34. Expanding our Network by actively seeking to increase diversity, inclusivity, and vibrancy within 
our Partner base. We will reach outside the ‘water box’ to include more and new voices, including 
civil society organisations, parliamentarians, mayors, human rights advocates, farmers, faith-based 
groups, indigenous peoples, artists, youth groups, gender equality organisations, and journalists. We 
will fi nd nuanced ways to mobilise the private sector while maintaining the neutrality and integrity of 
our partnerships. And we will work to complete our geographical coverage in response to demands 
and opportunities.

35. Supporting multi-stakeholder platforms to be well managed and impact oriented. The complexity 
involved in constructing solutions for water management has led GWP to build Country Water 
Partnerships – and in some cases City Water Partnerships. These are permanent multi-stakeholder 
platforms in many countries, ready to engage with and address evolving water challenges. Supporting 
these platforms is a key element of this Strategy. Our global and regional teams will: (i) offer support 
to strengthen facilitation and convening capacities; (ii) identify and offer commonly used and effective 
tools; (iii) leverage relationships to link with other civil society activities within and across regions; 
(iv) create space for learning from each other about potential opportunities and pitfalls when engaging 
with new partners, such as foundations, the donor community, or the private sector; and (v) mobilise 
income streams that can appropriately position multi-stakeholder platforms as a ‘go-to’ place for 
development partners and mandated agencies.

36. Working in tandem with key partners to contribute to coordination and collaboration to address 
fragmentation across organisations that work ‘in the water space’. Building coalitions and addressing 
fragmentation and siloed approaches across and beyond the water community is a strategic priority 
for us – at the country and regional level as much as the global level. At the country and regional level, 
this will happen as part of our specifi c interventions. Also, as a Network, we will ramp up our focus 
on working in structured and focused partnerships, including by building alliances with organisations 
outside the water sector. In mobilising across global themes, we will work in ‘agenda alliances’; in 
supporting our learning and knowledge architecture, we will engage in ‘strategic learning alliances’; 
and in building specifi c programmes, we will set up ‘delivery alliances’. 

We mobilise

33. We will engage an increasingly diverse group of ‘voices on water’. For good water 
governance and management, space needs to be made for all water users to be at the table. 
We mobilise people and organisations to unite around shared development priorities that 
impact water resources. We bring all voices to the table and build and leverage partnerships, 
working through multi-stakeholder platforms, to create space for diverse views and interests. 
Specifi cally, we will:

 Expand our Network;
 Support multi-stakeholder platforms to be well managed and impact oriented; and
 Work in tandem with key partners to contribute to coordination and collaboration.
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We act

38. Supporting decision-makers and strengthening the capacity of institutions to act for better water 
management. Tackling a problem as complex as water management requires high implementation 
capacity. This includes capacities to address institutional inertia across multiple organisations, inspire 
leadership and competent staff, and mobilise suffi cient funding. Leveraging country commitments 
to global political frameworks, we will continue to do what we do best: build trusted and long-term 
relationships and increase political will. We will support institutions to design and implement good 
water management policies and practices, where appropriate, by providing technical guidance, 
support, and learnings from experiences, and we will convene and accelerate multi-stakeholder 
involvement and decision-making processes to make sure change actually happens.

39. Working to catalyse inclusive investment in water infrastructure. Addressing the infrastructure 
investment gap in the water sector is critical to advance equity and address population growth and 
migration. We will help selected countries to demonstrate the economic and business cases for 
investing in both new and existing infrastructure and highlight the role and value of water in the 
economy and in creating jobs. We will collaborate with international fi nancial institutions, technology 
innovators, and corporates to support country readiness to design better, safe, more sustainable, and 
inclusive infrastructure, and to facilitate access to fi nance. In so doing, we will pay specifi c attention 
to gender mainstreaming, technical support, and capacity building. 

40. Investing in pilots and demonstration activities to stimulate systemic change. Our Partners 
can deliver action through pilots, to demonstrate and learn about implementing sustainable water 
management and investment. In select contexts, we will invest in delivering tangible and replicable 
demonstration activities. These will be designed with replication and upscaling in mind both within 
and across countries. Our focus will be on strategic, integrated, and forward-looking approaches. We 
will also pilot collaborations with the private sector. We will specifi cally look to leverage our Network 
connections to support adoption of new technologies and business models to improve access to 
water and sanitation and effi ciency in water resources management and water use. We will embrace 
these changes and innovations and we will collaborate with thought leaders to introduce new, 
scalable approaches to stakeholders.

37. We ground our efforts in concrete and coordinated action to address water risks and 
put IWRM into practice. We will work with our partners to change behaviours, strengthen 
institutions, build pilots, and catalyse investment for water-wise sustainable development. 
By supporting decision-makers and water-related institutions, catalysing additional 
investment in water infrastructure, and demonstrating the potential of new technologies, 
we will drive systems change to improve water management and governance. Specifi cally, 
we will:

 Support decision-makers and strengthen the capacity of institutions; 
 Work to catalyse inclusive investment in water infrastructure; and 
 Invest in pilots and demonstration activities.
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We learn

42. Engaging with learning and knowledge alliances to better understand successful water 
resources management. We have always collaborated with knowledge organisations, including 
academia, research, and think tanks, who share our interests and focus on water management. Now 
is the time to take collaboration to a new level, building strategic learning and knowledge alliances 
to ensure synergies are leveraged and a focus is maintained on action. We have already built one 
such close alliance with the United Nations Development Programme’s Cap-Net initiative, a platform 
of 20+ networks with over 1,000 organisational members, jointly running a virtual learning platform 
on water resources management. Working with other thinkers, professional organisations, and 
practitioners, we will selectively engage in research programmes to deepen a shared understanding 
of the conditions that lead to successful water resources management. Under the guidance of 
GWP’s Technical Committee, we will invest in curating, creating, and sharing knowledge globally 
and across regions.

43. Making learning opportunities more easily available, attractive, social, and timely. Along 
with other organisations, we have invested in developing knowledge assets, tools, and learning 
opportunities for water resources management practitioners and for policy-makers alike. Going 
forward, our Integrated Water Resources Management ToolBox will become more interactive while 
bringing in other organisations and their insights. We will review our knowledge architecture to 
ensure key knowledge gaps are fi lled and use communities of practice to build a more vibrant user 
base. Through strategic knowledge alliances, we will put a user-centric philosophy at the heart of our 
approach to learning and knowledge management. 

44. Assessing which technologies are best suited to support decision-makers and supporting the 
piloting of these technologies and their integration into existing governance processes. Management 
and governance processes can be faster and more effective when users are networked and share 
data, yet the water sector has made little progress in analysing big data and applying machine-
learning to support water resources management, forecasting, and risk assessment, and to increase 
business effi ciency at scale. We will work with our partners to test these novel approaches and identify 
impactful models.

41. We will work with stakeholders to turn learning into ongoing improvements in water 
management, promoting constant feedback loops through our learning and knowledge 
architecture. There is no simple ‘one-size-fi ts-all’ solution when putting IWRM into practice. 
Learning about what works has historically been one of GWP’s key services to Network 
Partners and stakeholders. We are committed to practising the use of fact-based analysis for 
decision-making, including water accounting, climate data, and modelling that set values to 
water to improve collaboration across sectors. Specifi cally, we will:

 Engage with learning and knowledge alliances; 
 Make learning opportunities more easily available, attractive, social, and timely; and
 Assess how new technologies can support water resources management. 
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45. Our ambitions are high and to deliver them we need to strengthen our Network by investing 
in our Partners and our community at the regional and country level. To deliver on this Strategy, 
our community will focus on renewing and investing in key aspects of our Network operations. 
Specifi cally, this means growing our partnership base within and beyond water and strengthening 
the operational capacities of Country and Regional Water Partnerships. Every global programme will 
include elements that can be used to channel resources to regional and country teams in the form 
of learning opportunities, fi nancial resources, and/or opportunities for positioning. In addition, 
we will leverage GWP’s network effects: we will create more opportunities for Country and Regional 
Water Partnerships to work together, draw inspiration and motivation from each other, and enhance 
one another’s delivery capacity. Specifi c learning opportunities offered to active Country Water 
Partnerships and their leaders will create opportunities for growth and impact at the country and basin 
level. Regular Partner surveys, annual Network meetings at the global and regional level, and Country 
Water Partnership capacity assessments will make sure we stay on course. 

46. We will invest in our global learning architecture so that Country and Regional Water Partnerships 
can leverage it to stimulate behaviour change. In our experience, we have found learning 
opportunities to often be the fi rst step for behaviour change. With our strategic goals in mind, we will 
update and tighten GWP’s learning and knowledge management architecture as follows: (i) GWP’s 
Technical Committee and its thought leadership will be expanded to also support quality assurance 
for knowledge products, technical mentoring, and guidance for our regional teams; (ii) our monitoring 
and evaluation efforts will be linked to building a Network-wide learning culture; (iii) the Integrated 
Water Resources Management ToolBox will be revitalised to offer space for interactive and timely 
contributions and updates, available in shorter formats and more languages; (iv) our communities 
of practice will become a systematic feature of channelling learning from experience across the 
Network; and (v) selective alliances with learning and knowledge-based institutions will be built to 
connect our partners to more technical learning opportunities. At the same time, we will ramp up how 
we communicate new knowledge and learning so that target audiences fi nd it easier to access and 
engage with, thus stimulating behaviour change. 

47. We will enhance our multi-tiered governance structure to ensure that it balances legitimacy and 
effectiveness in decision-making across our Network and Organisation. Our governance is unique 
in that it marries two different structures. There is the governance structure for the GWP Network, 
anchored in the Network Partner Meeting from a global perspective and in Country and Regional 
Water Partnership governance structures more locally. And there is the governance structure for the 
GWP Organisation, anchored in the Sponsoring Partner Meeting. The GWP Organisation is a body 
of eight countries and two intergovernmental organisations which was set up as an independent 
intergovernmental organisation to support the Network in 2002. Throughout the strategy period, 
we will introduce more ways for Country and Regional Water Partnerships to infl uence and engage 
with the Network’s and the Organisation’s governance, specifi cally in strengthening global decision-
making, legitimacy, and clarity of participation, in line with our values and culture.

HOW WE WILL SUPPORT AND 
STRENGTHEN OUR NETWORK



48. We will maintain a global team, set up as an intergovernmental organisation, to provide Network 
services, global positioning, and leadership. The global team supports the governance structures that 
keep us together, coordinates our regional and global presence and activities, sustains and facilitates 
our knowledge architecture, and ensures fi nancial management and monitoring and evaluation 
are based on robust policies and reliable processes. The global team also coordinates strategy 
development, thematic engagements, global fundraising, and global programme management. 
Importantly, the global Chair and Executive Secretary position water-related themes in global fora, 
amplifying the voices of our members and arguing the case for water resources management. 
Throughout the strategy period, we will strengthen accountability and management approaches for 
the secretariat while ensuring that the team remains lean and focused on serving the Network. 

49. Our ambitious targets will require a signifi cant upward shift in fundraising. We will thus develop 
a strong and growing programmatic portfolio while retaining a focus on core funding to ensure a 
solid backbone of Network functions. We expect to be able to increase the portions of our budget 
related to designated, programmatic, and locally raised funding by 16 percent per year. This rapid 
growth is essential for us to contribute to driving systems change in over 60 countries and contribute 
to the sustainable development of 4 billion people. In the meantime, we rely on the commitment of a 
group of core donors to continue to fund our Network’s ‘backbone functions’ globally and regionally. 
Evolving resource mobilisation opportunities will include:

 Designated funding. We will develop a set of broader activities to follow up on GWP’s successful 
 Water and Climate for Development Programme, focused on contributing to gender equality 
 and leveraging resources, as well as activities to support the multi-stakeholder and civil society 
 engagement dimensions of our work. 
 Programmatic funding. We expect the most signifi cant growth in the area of programmatic 
 funding, including fundraising alone or jointly with partners for:
  Programmes to mobilise knowledge and learning alliances;
  Programmes to support countries in readiness for climate fi nance projects, in the context of 
  their engagement with the Green Climate Fund;
 Specifi c thematic programmes in the context of stimulating progress towards water-relevant 
  SDGs (e.g. food security/water, nature-based solutions/water, resilient urban 
  development/water);
 Programmes that address broad and water-specifi c challenges that require transboundary 
  responses (e.g. source-to-sea solutions for river and marine pollution); and
 Programmes to mobilise private sector engagement towards IWRM, leveraging funding from 
  bilateral agencies, multilateral agencies, foundations, and corporates. 
 Locally raised funding. We will work with country and regional teams as they continue to 
 strengthen their own fundraising capabilities by developing larger programmes, typically in 
 partnership with other larger organisations. This will involve investing in the leadership capacity 
 of country and regional teams through collaboration and cooperation across the Network.
 Core funding. We expect support from our core donors to remain steady or to slightly increase.

www.gwp.org21
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1. Background and introduction 
1.1 The regional context  
 
Water challenges in the Mediterranean 
 
The Mediterranean region is shaped by its unique geographical, ecological, geopolitical and cultural 
features. In a rapidly changing world, the region is challenged by natural conditions including water scarcity, 
demographic change, unemployment including highly among the youth, poverty, changing consumption 
patterns including rising water and food demands, urbanization, growing energy needs, environmental 
degradation, climate change, gender disparities and more. Part of the region currently faces an enduring 
economic crisis, socio-political instability, war and other types of conflict, and large-scale migratory 
movements often under dramatic conditions. Most of these nature and man-made challenges are directly 
linked to water, and influence water resources management choices. 
 
Water is fundamental to human security, key to social and economic growth and has a crucial role in the 
provision of ecosystems services. Being a limited natural resource, water requires effective policies and 
management practices to secure its availability and quality for all. Sustainable water access, provision and 
use are key concerns in all Mediterranean countries. However, the region is faced with varying water-related 
situations and challenges in its different rims. The southern shores of the region are among the world’s most 
water-scarce areas, with ‘water poor’ people counting to more than 180 million, while those facing water 
shortages exceed 60 millions. According to the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC), these 
figure is set to rise by a further 80-100 million by 2025. Some countries reaching a 160% renewable water 
resources deficit. The northern shores are better off on water availability, but increasingly encounter 
extreme phenomena like floods while droughts have become more frequent and persistent. Furthermore, 
water deficit is becoming common in the northern part, particularly during the dry seasons. Modification of 
water bodies, including due to pollution, is a threat in all Mediterranean countries. 
 
With agriculture consuming up to 90% of water resources in some countries, efforts towards increasing 
water use efficiency and productivity (more ‘crop per drop’) and controlling pollution from fertilizers and 
pesticides need to enhance. With 60% of the region’s population living in cities, urban water supply and 
sanitation services need to be rehabilitated and expanded, including through employment of green and 
innovative solutions. Similar should be the effort in rural communities, particularly those provided with poor 
services. Access to potable water is above the global average and shows significant progress (it is estimated 
that 75 million inhabitants received access to water between 1990 and 2006). Today, the proportion of the 
population enjoying access to improved water services stands at over 90% in most Mediterranean countries. 
However, service to the urban poor and rural areas remains inadequate in many parts of the Region, and 
over 20 million inhabitants are still deprived of access to improved water services. As groundwater reserves, 
including non-renewable fossil aquifers, are being depleted in many areas of the region and heavily polluted 
by agriculture, industry and domestic uses, their mapping, protection and management need to be urgently 
improved. Industry, though not the major water consumer in the region, is a significant source of pollution. 
Overall, more effort is required to protect the environment and maintain environmental flows and services, 
including in wetlands and coastal areas, and to improve water quality safeguarding both ecosystems and 
public health.  
 
Climate change effects, including more extreme phenomena like droughts and floods, are likely to 
exacerbate the situation, both in the south and north of the Mediterranean. Adaptation measures for 
climate resilience require effective water resources management. Given that several climate-related aspects 
remain uncertain, ‘no-regret’ actions present a sustainable way for responding to challenges. Furthermore, 
aiming at adaptation-mitigation co-benefits through interlinking water, land, energy and environment 
interventions, could provide tangible solutions and promote innovation in the region. 
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Governance remains a key challenge. Efforts focus on improving policy making and action planning, 
institutional settings, law and regulation, monitoring and enforcement mechanisms, innovative financing, 
application of cost recovery and polluter pays principle, etc. To achieve sustainable models of development, 
water must be mainstreamed into other sectoral policies such as agriculture, land planning and use, energy, 
industry, tourism and trade. Political will is key for making these happen. The importance of cross-cutting 
issues, such as gender, equity, poverty and rights, is increasingly recognized but is still relatively poorly 
tackled. 
 
Financing of appropriate water and sanitation infrastructure and services as well as water pollution 
abatement, does not meet the needs. It may require new tools and partnerships in addition to public and 
donor investments, including through socially-sensitive engagement of the private sector. Understanding 
related options, adapting them to national needs and developing capacities are ingredients for advancing 
the agenda according to country choices. For these, it is important considering the contribution to and 
benefits from ecosystem services. Quantifying the cost of inaction towards water and environmental 
degradation can help managers and decision makers in prioritizing investments. 
 
Furthermore, ‘new’ challenges evolve like those linked with changing consumption patterns; increased 
migration flows due to conflict, social unrest, jobs-related challenges and, at times, degradation of natural 
resources; unsustainable tourism development, etc. Employment challenges, particularly for the younger 
generation and women, remain central and in need of long-term approaches and substantial action. 
 
Approaches to address challenges 
 
The Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) approach is well accepted in the region seeking 
solutions at basin, local, national and regional level. The Source-to-Sea approach, including through 
application of a joint IWRM and Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) methodology, adds value in 
taking action in the Mediterranean coast that receives great developmental pressures while been the host 
of important ecosystems. The application of a Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystems Nexus approach can further 
contribute to optimizing the use of vital natural resources while addressing environmental needs and climate 
variability and change impacts.  
 
For achieving a sustainable future, better planning and effective implementation; reliable metering, data and 
exchange of information; coordinated monitoring of progress achieved against objectives set; greater and 
more efficiently deployed investment; transparency; awareness; capacity building, and meaningful 
stakeholder participation, are needed. Safeguarding human rights, including the right to water and 
sanitation, especially for the more vulnerable; promoting gender equality; improving accountability; and 
engaging the youth, shall be an integral part of efforts towards water security. Education remains the most 
rewarding long-term investment. 
 
Recognising these, the Mediterranean countries have engaged in long-term water sector reforms, involving 
state and non-state actors as well as development partners where relevant. Among such actors, the role of 
river basin organisations, local authorities and water-users associations has been recognised and needs to 
be further supported. The positive outcome of such multi-stakeholder processes is visible in many countries, 
though obstacles remain often leading to stakeholders’ exclusion.  
 
With natural water supplies no longer meeting the growing demand in several countries throughout the 
region, non-conventional water resources, such as treated wastewater and desalinated sea/brackish water, 
are becoming an important contributor to water availability. Related environmental, health, energy and 
other impacts of such options need to be carefully considered while defining their potentials and limitations. 
Improving non-conventional options demands better planning and regulation; coordinated investment; 
monitoring of operations; building managerial capacity; and, where relevant, mitigating their negative 
impacts including along the coastline. Overall, where development of non-conventional options is necessary, 
it should be combined with water demand management actions, while related employment, 
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entrepreneurship and market-development opportunities are valid and present an area for investment. In 
relation and beyond these, the strong need for integrated urban water management, including through 
blue-green approaches and practices, has been recognised. 
 
A large percentage of the region’s water resources is shared between countries. Sustainable management 
of transboundary water resources through integrated approaches, presents a unique opportunity towards 
avoiding conflicts and can assist advancing cooperation towards shared benefits. Tackling transboundary 
water pollution is a key area for improvement. Particularly in the north of the region, hydropower production 
in transboundary basins remains challenging towards securing ecosystem’s integrity. Food security is more 
in the focus in the southern Mediterranean. Successful cooperation cases in the EU and the Balkans (e.g. 
Danube, Rhine, Sava, Drin) may inform and inspire transboundary synergies throughout the region. 
 
The role of regional cooperation, and related regional processes 
 
Regional cooperation adds value to national efforts by facilitating and supporting experience sharing; 
promotion of common approaches after adaptation to local needs; replication of best as well as innovative 
practices, including through knowledge transfer and joint pilot projects; and access to funding. These are 
promoted through regional political and technical cooperation processes, initiatives and programmes. Such 
regional undertakings also assist in raising the political profile of water issues, and foster inter-sectoral 
synergies that may not advance as fast at national level where, at times, more traditional approaches to 
development policies apply. 
 
International processes are reflected at national level through action towards countries materializing their 
commitments. The region reached, to a large extend, the water-related Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs, 2000). The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs, 2015), including on Water (SDG 6) and inter-
linked sectors and targets, and the Paris Agreement (2015) provide an ambitious framework for action 
towards sustainability. The different UN Conventions related to water and environment provide additional 
important instruments. The coordinated implementation of these provide key impetus for regional 
cooperation. 
 
Regional and sub-regional institutions and political initiatives provide the policy and technical framework 
for advancing dialogue and action on shared objectives, bringing countries together on equal footing, 
promoting stakeholder engagement, and facilitating interaction with financiers. The most significant political 
initiatives in the region, inter alia, include: 

• the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), guided by the decisions of its Ministerial bodies and its 
Senior Officials Meeting. The UfM Water Expert Group, consisting of Water Directors, serves as a key 
technical body in the region. Mandated by the UfM Ministerial Conference on Water (2017, Malta), 
the UfM Water Agenda with its four Thematic Areas (Nexus; Water-Employment-Migration; Climate 
Change Adaptation; WASH) and its Financial Strategy, is a major political process in the region; 

• the Barcelona Convention (1974) including its Protocols and the revised draft Mediterranean 
Strategy for Sustainable Development (2015), serviced by the UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan and 
its Regional Activity Centres while advised by the Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable 
Development (MCSD). 

• UN Economic Commissions related to Mediterranean countries, and more specifically UNECE 
including its Water Convention (1992, globally open since 2012), UNESCWA and UNECA. 

• the European Union (EU), including its Water Framework Directive (2000), its Daughter Directives 
and the extended EU acquis on issues related to water, environment and climate change adaptation; 

• the African Union, including through its Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD), and the African 
Ministerial Council on Water (AMCOW) and their decisions and action lines;  

• the League of Arab States (LAS), including its Arab Water Security Strategy (2011) and other 
Strategies related to water, environment and climate change adaptation; 

• the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA); 
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• the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC), including its South East Europe 2020 Strategy (2013) and its 
assistance for developing the EU/Western Balkans Green Agenda for the Western Balkans;  

• the 5+5 Initiative for the Western Mediterranean, including its Water Strategy and Action Plan 
(2015); 

 
A great number of regional, national, local and transboundary institutions, organisations, donors and 
stakeholders (users, river basin organisations, local authorities, utilities, civil society, academia, private 
sector, media, etc) are engaged in such efforts. A range of regional and sub-regional programmes and 
projects are promoting water-centred sustainable development agendas in the region.  
 
In this framework, the Global Water Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP-Med) is a solid and positive 
contributor in the regional, sub-regional, national, local and transboundary efforts towards water security, 
climate resilience and the promotion of peace and stability in the Mediterranean, facilitating and operating 
a range of synergetic actions while holding distinctives roles with regional institutions in service of related 
political technical processes. 
 

1.2 GWP organization in the region 
 
GWP-Med’s countries of focus include the following, marked in yellow in the map below: Albania, Algeria, 
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Israel, Jordan, Kosovo1, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, 
Mauritania, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, North Macedonia, Palestine, Serbia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia and 
Turkey. 
 
Egypt and Slovenia participate in major Mediterranean political processes and may engage in regional policy 
dialogues and in action, as appropriate. In GWP's geographic distribution, Egypt is part of GWP-Eastern Africa 
and Slovenia of GWP-Central and Eastern Europe. 
 

 
 
Been the successor of the GWP Mediterranean Technical Committee (MEDTAC, created in 1999), GWP-Med 
was established in 2002 as the accredited Mediterranean Partnership of the Global Water Partnership.  
 
Evolving since 1999, GWP-Med is further consolidating its governance structure while expanding the GWP 
membership in the Mediterranean. Following common GWP modalities for its Regional Water Partnerships, 
the GWP-Med legal arrangement and the hosting of the GWP-Med Secretariat is provided through a Host 
Institution Agreement between the GWP Organisation (GWPO, Inter-Governmental Organisation) and the 

 
1 References to Kosovo on this document shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999) 
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Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development (MIO-ECSDE, non-
profit Civil Society Organisation under the Greek Law, with Mediterranean scope).  
 
The following figure outlines the GWP-Med governance structure: 
 

 
 
The GWP-Med Steering Committee consists (2019) of representatives of 9 major regional networks of 
water-related stakeholders while there is provision for expanding that with representatives of regional and 
national organisations upon conditions. Representatives of the following networks currently participate in 
the GWP-Med SC: 

- Blue Plan UN Environment/Mediterranean Action Plan 
- Center for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE) 
- Euro-Mediterranean Irrigators Community (EIC) 
- International Center for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies (CIHEAM) 
- MedCities 
- Mediterranean Water Institute (IME) 
- MedWet - The Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative 
- Mediterranean Network of Basin Organisations (MENBO) 
- Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development (MIO-

ECSDE) 
 
On human resources, GWP-Med enters the triennium with an implementation capacity of a 22-strong 
Secretariat spread in Athens (Head Office), Beirut, Podgorica (Antenna Office), Pristina, Skopje (Antenna 
Office), Tirana (Antenna Office) and Tunis (Antenna Office).  
 

1.3 GWP regional role and value added 
 
GWP-Med aims at a water-secure Mediterranean as means for sustainable development, peace and 
prosperity. 
 
GWP-Med shapes and designs its activities along the three (3) main dimensions of the GWP Strategy 2020-
2025: 

- Mobilise: facilitating multi-stakeholder participation & engagement in as well as development 
partners’ support for policies, investments and solutions at regional, transboundary, national, basin 
and local level, through Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) and Water-Energy-
Food-Ecosystem Nexus (WEFE Nexus) approaches. 
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- Act: assisting Mediterranean countries on policy making, planning and demo application for 
sustainable development and utilization of water resources through such integrated approaches 
towards coherent, tangible and measurable impacts.  

- Learn: promoting understanding, capacity building, knowledge sharing and education on such 
integrated approaches, demonstrating their value, applicability and contribution towards 
countries’ set objectives. 

 
GWP-Med addresses the three (3) main Anchor Areas of the GWP Strategy 2020-2025 and related priority 
Themes, including:  

- Water solutions for the Sustainable Development Goals 
• Water Governance & Financing, including Private Sector Participation 
• Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystems Nexus 
• Source-to-Sea, including IWRM/Integrated Coastal Zone Management/Integrated 

Groundwater Management 
• Non-Conventional Water Resources Management, including for Integrated Urban Water 

Management 
• Water-Employment-Migration 

- Climate Resilience through Water 
- Transboundary Water Cooperation 

 
GWP-Med, furthermore, addresses the three (3) Across-Anchors Areas of the GWP Strategy 2020-2025:  

- Engaging the private sector 
- Contributing to gender equality 
- Mobilizing youth for water resources management 

 
In a region rich in partnerships, networks and joint actions, GWP-Med added value is with its: 

- holistic approach on water and its range of inter-relations beyond the water sector; 
- understanding of and legitimacy with mandated regional-national-basin-transboundary 

institutions’ priorities and expressed needs as well as the related architecture on water, economy, 
society and development; 

- technical expertise on policy making as well as applied and innovative integrated approaches; 
- wide reach to the range of water and sustainable development stakeholders; 
- convening capacity through multi–stakeholder platforms (MSPs); 
- extensive regional and international pool of knowledge resources. 

 
In 2020-2022, GWP-Med action will build on: 

- the heritage of almost 20 years of operations, including knowledge created, capacity developed 
and recognition gained; 
- screening of existing and emerging regional and national processes and synergies, as well as of 
international processes with application in the Region, including the SDGs and the Paris 
Agreement; 
- screening of funding opportunities and, further on, of strategic and operational partnerships. 

 
1.4 Taking stock of the 2014-2019 Strategy period 
[this part should be further elaborated] 
 
The period 2014-2019 has marked expansion of GWP-Med agendas, enlargement of activities and 
upscaling of synergies. Selected highlights of GWP-Med action lines and achievements include: 
 
- Advancements in Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) planning, implementation and 
monitoring through policy dialogue, catalytic actions and capacity building on targeted issues and at different 
scales, including: 
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- at Mediterranean level, by contributing to key regional processes including the Union for the 
Mediterranean (UfM) Water Agenda through its Ministerial Meeting (Malta, 2017) Water Expert Group 
(WEG) and the promotion of the related Work Programme through its 4 Thematic areas as well as its 
Financal Strategy, the 5+5 Western Mediterranean Water Strategy and Action Plan, etc; assisting 
coordination for building the water-related Sustainable Development Goals agenda in the region; 
promoting the concept of Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus, including with an emphasis on 
Wetlands, and of joint IWRM/Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) / Source-to-Sea Planning; 
- at South East Europe level, by contributing in the implementation of the Regional Cooperation Council 
SEE 2020 Strategy including towards achieving its objectives on sustainable utilization of water resources 
making use of the Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus approach, and towards a Regional (SEE) Water 
Agreement; 
- at national level, with emphasis in Jordan, Lebanon, Mauritania, Palestine, Tunisia, as well as 
Montenegro and North Macedonia depending on the specific country IWRM agendas ; 
- by a range of assessment, dialogue and action planning activities on the Water Governance & Financing 
Nexus with an emphasis on Private Sector Participation as well as Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Water Stewardship, and Water Integrity at MENA level 
- by designing and launching with partners the GWP-Med agenda on Water-Employment-Migration.  

 
- Advancements on integrated Transboundary Water Resources Management through region-wide and local 
policy dialogue, stakeholder consultation and capacity building as well as by assisting competent partners in 
management planning, with a focus on the Drin River Basin (shared by five riparians in Southeastern Europe), 
and the North Western Sahara Aquifer (shared by Algeria, Libya and Tunisia). Furthermore, assisted the 
promotion of the UNECE Water Convention in the region. Advanced activities on the Water-Energy-Food-
Energy-Ecosystems Nexus with emphasis on SEE shared basins and the North Western Sahara Aquifer. 
 
- Contributions in tackling Climate Change and Variability challenges through support to regional policy making 
and regional project development linked with the UfM Climate Change Expert Group as well as for action 
planning linked with the MAP UNEP / MCSD Regional Framework for Climate Change Adaptation; assisting 
countries to develop a regional program proposal on climate change adaptation in the coastal area in the UNEP 
MAP framework; reinforcing stakeholders capacities on water security and climate resilience in Mauritania, 
including linked to NAP and NDCs and developing an action plan and preparation of bankable project;etc.  
 
- Promotion of sustainable management of Non-Conventional Water Resources through  

- piloting technical interventions at local level through a wide range of innovative and mainstreamed 
technical application of small-scale and demonstration character in Mediterranean islands (Cyprus, 
Greece, Malta, Italy), also as contribution to local climate change adaptation and youth employability 
objectives; 
- advancing the GWP-Med agenda on integrated urban water resources management in collaboration 
with partners, including a pilot technical application on urban water management in the city of 
Alexandroupolis, Greece. 

 
- Promotion of education for sustainable development with emphasis on water; raise awareness and build 
capacities of targeted stakeholders groups including parliamentarians and media; promote knowledge 
management & sharing though elaboration and distribution of success stories on IWRM & TWRM aspects. 
 
- Promotion of the GWP-Med agendas on Water & Gender and Water & Youth, including with an emphasis on 
Employment.  
 
Overall, the vast majority of the objectives set in the GWP-Med Work Plans 2014-2019 have been 
achieved. It should be noted however, that the lingering political turbulence in the South and East 
Mediterranean and the often critical security conditions in several of the countries, have placed challenges 
in the smooth and unobstructed conduct of activities, both at national level and also when concerning the 
participation of national stakeholders in regional/international processes. Furthermore, the prevailing 
uncertainty due to the social unrest and accumulative impact of forced migration have caused, at times, 
the (re)orientation of national priorities towards these, causing alterations to national sustainable 
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development priorities. Additionally, ongoing reform processes in most of the countries, also due to the 
high expectations of the post-Arab Spring period, have translated into frequent institutional restructuring 
and changes in the composition of government structures, thus posing an additional challenge in the timely 
and uneventful implementation of activities. In addition to practical issues of conducting activities and 
travelling to/from some countries, the above issues rendered, in some cases, particularly challenging the 
water security vision, long term planning and effective IWRM application. 
 
Recognised strengths of the organisation include: 

- good placement and trust with regional and national policy institutions, partners and donors; 
- continuity in the thematic agendas and in the synergies with partners; 
- engagement on agendas and with partners beyond the water box; 
- evolving and diversified fund-raising channels; 
- committed personnel. 

 
External challenges of the organization include: 

- socio-political unrest and war, including often changes in governments and administration; 
- the Mediterranean is not a target region for donors; 
- high competition on limited financial resources devoted to related type of interventions. 

 
Internal challenges of the organization include: 

- the partnership needs to increase in an engaging manner, the membership and governance 
provisions need to be further consolidated, and options for the institutional setting of GWP-Med 
need to be further explored; 

- knowledge management and sharing functions need to advance; 
- internal organization, procedures and monitoring of impacts of operations need to fully meet the 

current and upcoming standards of the evolving organizational setting and agenda development. 
 

2. Strategic Result Framework at Regional level  
2.1 GWP Impact – Vision  
GWP impact lies in the socio-economic and environmental benefits derived from better water resources 
governance and management in the countries and regions where GWP is active. 
 
These benefits can be related to one or several thematic areas depending on the actual problems solved.  
 
For the Mediterranean, quantified targets are entered against the logframe indicators reflecting expected 
results for the entire planning period at the impact level. 
 

TABLE A: Strategic Results Framework (1) 
 

Vision “A water-secure world” GWP Impact Statement: 
Water secure, sustainable, 
inclusive and resilient 
development  

Regional level Impact Statement: 
Water secure, sustainable, inclusive 
and resilient development in the 
Mediterranean 

 
Impact GWP indicators Target 2020-2022 
Water secure, sustainable, inclusive and 
resilient development 

I1: Number of people benefiting from 
improved water resources governance and 
management  

200 mil people 

I2: Total value of water-related investments 
from government and private sources 
influenced 

500 mil euros 
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2.2 GWP Key Water Governance Outcomes – Mission  
 

GWP´s main outcomes lie in the governance improvements introduced by actors at all levels where GWP is 
active. These governance improvements, GWP Key Water Governance Outcomes, occur in “change areas” 
which cover the wide array of the water governance spectrum  

A comprehensive classification of these “change areas” and related IWRM tools has been developed by 
GWP, as reflected in the GWP ToolBox classification structure used to categorise all GWP outcome level 
results. This classification structure is closely aligned with the framework formally adopted to monitor SDG 
6.5.1 on IWRM which allows each GWP outcome to be categorised according to which SDG 6.5.1 sub-
indicator it is moving the needle on. This is important as it allows GWP to connect its high-level results to 
an internationally adopted IWRM framework. 

In the context of the 3-year Work Programme, the most tangible link with the SDG 6.5.1 framework 
manifests itself through the outcome targets in the GWP logframe. The outcome indicators are closely 
aligned with the 6.5.1 sub-indicators and as such each target maintains a direct link to the formal IWRM 
monitoring framework.  

For the Mediterranean, quantified targets are entered against the logframe indicators reflecting expected 
results for the entire planning period at the outcome level2.  

TABLE A: Strategic Results Framework (1) 
 

Mission 
 

“To advance governance 
and management of water 
resources for sustainable 
and equitable 
development” 

GWP Work Programme Overall 
Outcomes: 
• Robust, inclusive and 

effective water governance 
and management systems 

• Sustainable and climate 
resilient infrastructure 

Regional level Work Programme 
Overall Outcome: 
• Robust, inclusive and effective 

water governance and 
management systems  

• Sustainable and climate resilient 
infrastructure 

 
Please see the accompanying factsheets for an explanation of each indicator and example results 

Outcomes GWP indicators Target 2020-2022 
Enabling Environment: Strengthened 
policies, laws and plans to support IWRM 
at national and other levels of planning 

O1: No. of formally adopted national level 
policies, plans, strategies and laws influenced 
which integrate water security 

2 

O2: No. of formally adopted policies, plans, 
strategies and laws influenced which integrate 
water security at other levels 

3 

O3: No. of arrangements / commitments / 
agreements on enhanced water security 
influenced at transboundary / regional level 

2 

Institutions and participation: 
Strengthened institutions for IWRM 
implementation at national and other 
levels of planning 

O4: No. of capacity building and knowledge 
development initiatives that can be directly 
associated with tangible governance change 

5 

O5: No. of processes / frameworks / 
institutions established or strengthened to 
improve cross-sectoral / transboundary 
coordination 

2 

 
2 Note: To qualify as a recorded outcome attributable to GWP, it needs to be demonstrated that 1) the result relates to a tangible 
IWRM oriented water governance change delivered by a mandated actor, and 2) it can be shown that GWP had a meaningful role 
to play in supporting/guiding/influencing this change. This role may be substantial or minor but the important thing is that GWP 
can demonstrate direct attribution between its work and the outcome, irrespective of the level of significance. 
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Outcomes GWP indicators Target 2020-2022 
O6: No. of formal multi-stakeholder 
participation processes facilitated on behalf of 
a mandated institution 

4 

O7: No. of policies, plans, strategies and laws 
influenced that integrate gender inclusion 

2 

Management Instruments: Improved 
management instruments to support 
IWRM implementation at national and 
other levels of planning 

O8: No. of management instruments formally 
being used by water managers and decision-
makers 

4 

O9: No. of formal data sharing arrangements 
established 

2 

Financing: Improved financing for water 
resources development and management 
at national and other levels of planning 
 
 

O10: No. of approved investment plans and 
budget commitments associated with policies, 
plans and strategies that integrate water 
security 

1 

O11: No. of funding agreements influenced to 
implement water-informed National 
Adaptation Plan and integrated flood and 
drought management policies and measures 

2 

O12: No. of processes in place to raise local 
revenues from dedicated levies on water users 
at basin, aquifer or sub-national levels 

 

O13: No. of budget commitments from 
riparian countries to support agreed 
transboundary cooperation arrangements 

1 

Sustainable and climate resilient 
infrastructure 
 
 

O14: No. of water-related infrastructure 
interventions founded on robust, inclusive, 
and effective water governance systems 
influenced 

2 

 

2.3 Regional Outcome Challenges (Outcome Mapping approach, using progress markers) 
The governance improvements listed above are happening on the ground via the actors benefiting from 
GWP interventions.  

Each GWP entity applies the Outcome Mapping approach to identify the key boundary (targeted) actors3 
to influence in order to have a chance to foster these changes. The way GWP would like to see these 
boundary actors influenced is described in the “Outcome Challenges”. These Outcome Challenges are 
broken down for both global and regional agendas in intermediate goals to be reached along the way: the 
GWP Progress Markers.   

There is a great diversity of Boundary Actors and related outcome challenges: Governments, RBOs, 
Research organizations, NGOs, Funding agencies, etc.  They can be related to one or several thematic areas 
depending on the actual problems targeted.  

The outcome challenges and progress markers are set against the three dimensions through which GWP 
designs its activities – We Mobilise, We Act, We Learn – as described in the new 2020-2026 Global Strategy 
document.  

2.3.1 We Mobilise 
Conducive environment created for motivating action by water-relevant actors 
 

 
3 The stakeholders with whom the programme will seek to interact with and influence to effect the desired water governance 
change   
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TABLE B: Strategic Results Framework (2) 
OC4 Outcome Challenges Boundary actors Progress markers 
1.1 Sustainable country water 

partnerships are explored and 
established 

Country and local 
water and wider 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders 

• Country and local stakeholders are 
networked in functioning partnerships 
to better tackle IWRM (6.5.1 and 6.5.2) 
and WEFE Nexus objectives.  
Target: at least 1 CWP, according to 
demand 

1.2 GWP and GWP-Med agendas in 
Africa and in the Gulf is further set 
and advance 

Regional institutions, 
regional 
stakeholders, 
governments, 
development 
partners 

• Further operational links are 
established with African key institutions 
and stakeholders and contribution to 
the Pan-African agenda is made with 
emphasis on promoting North African 
water-related objectives and South-
South cooperation.  
Target: AUDA-NEPAD, AMCOW, UMA, 
AWF, AfDB, EU-Africa cooperation 

  Regional institutions, 
regional 
stakeholders, 
governments, 
development 
partners 

• Options for collaboration and action are 
explored with Gulf countries 
governments, stakeholders and GCC 
regional institutions aiming at 
promoting GWP objectives in the area, 
and an operational agenda is 
established and advance.  
Target: GCC, UNEP ROWA, Gulf IFIs 
Group, EU-Gulf cooperation 

1.3 Agendas for cross-cutting GWP-Med 
focus themes responding to the GWP 
Strategy 2020-2025 advance 

Regional institutions, 
regional 
stakeholders, gender 
/youth /employment 
organisations, 
private sector 
partners, 
governments, 
development 
partners 

• Regional partners contribute and 
engage to the design and advancement 
of Gender, Youth, and Private Sector 
Participation action plans, also with 
emphasis on Employment objectives. 
Target: 3 Action Plans 

• Increased participation of women and 
youth in regional and national dialogue 
fora.  
Target: at least 40% for women, at least 
10% for youth 

• Increased participation of private sector 
in regional and national dialogue for a.  
Target: at least 50 private partners 
participate in dialogue and capacity 
building activities 

• UfM Water & Youth initiative 
supported and advance.  
Target: launch of the initiative 

 

2.3.2 We Act 
Water-relevant actors pursue opportunities to improve water resources management at different scales  
 

 
4 Please number the Outcome Challenges 
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TABLE B: Strategic Results Framework (2) 
OC5 Outcome Challenges Boundary actors Progress markers 
2.1 Policy dialogue facilitated and 

catalytic actions and demo 
applications implemented for IWRM 
and Nexus planning at regional, 
national and local / river basin level 

Regional and sub-
regional institutions, 
regional 
stakeholders, 
development 
partners 

• Regional / Sub-regional institutions 
and political initiatives are assisted for 
advancing their Water related strategy 
processes, including through WEFE 
Nexus, WEM and Climate Resilience 
approaches.  
Target: UfM, UNEP/MAP, RCC, AU, 5+5 
Western Med initiative, LAS, UMA 

  Governments, local 
authorities, RBOs, 
water and other 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, 
private sector, 
development 
partners 

• National governments are equipped 
with tools (assessment, strategic 
choices, policy options, capacity 
building) to make progress on their 
national IWRM planning and 
monitoring in an integrated approach, 
including through establishing and 
advancing capacity for responding to 
Sustainable Development Goals.  
Target (indicatively, key aimed 
beneficiaries): Ministry of Agriculture of 
Tunisia, Palestinian Water Authority, 
Lebanese Ministry of Energy and 
Water, Jordanian Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, Mauritanian Ministry of 
Hydraulics, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Rural Development, Water 
and Forests of Morocco, Ministry of 
Tourism and Sustainable Development 
of Montenegro, Ministry of 
Environment & Tourism of Albania, 
Ministry of Environment & Physical 
Planning of North Macedonia 

  Governments, local 
authorities, RBOs, 
water and other 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, private 
sector, development 
partners 

• Water financing / Private Sector 
Participation (PSP) stakeholders 
establish better understanding of 
related challenges, opportunities and 
options for ways forward by taking 
advantage of the national and regional 
platforms for policy dialogue offered; 
policy recommendations are 
formulated and are available for 
operationalization by key players 
(regulating authorities and private 
sector) leading to new synergies; pilot 
schemes are promoted and, eventually, 
tested.  
Target (indicatively, key aimed 
beneficiaries): Ministry of Agriculture of 
Tunisia, Palestinian Water Authority, 
Lebanese Ministry of Energy and 
Water, Jordanian Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, Mauritanian Ministry of 
Hydraulics, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Rural Development, Water 

 
5 Please number the Outcome Challenges 
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TABLE B: Strategic Results Framework (2) 
OC5 Outcome Challenges Boundary actors Progress markers 

and Forests of Morocco, Ministry of 
Tourism and Sustainable Development 
of Montenegro, Ministry of 
Environment & Tourism of Albania, 
Ministry of Environment & Physical 
Planning of North Macedonia 

  Governments, local 
authorities, water & 
other sustainable 
development 
stakeholders 

• Stakeholders are assisted to improve 
their understanding and capacity on 
water integrity, transparency and 
accountability as means for improved 
water governance.  
Target: MENA dialogue advance in new 
phase.  

  Governments, local 
authorities, RBOs, 
water and other 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, 
private sector, 
development 
partners 
 

• Regional, national and local IWRM and 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
(ICZM) partners establish better 
understanding of the related inter-
linkages and challenges and selected 
national and transboundary 
basins/coastal areas and wetlands are 
equipped with advanced local 
management planning tools.  
Target: ICZM/IWRM assessments and 
action plans in Lebanon, Montenegro, 
Morocco and Tunisia.  

  Governments, local 
authorities, RBOs, 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, 
private sector, 
development 
partners 
 
 

• National and basin institutions are 
assisted in addressing natural resources 
security issues using the Water-Energy-
Food- Ecosystems Nexus approach, 
including through elaboration of 
investment portfolios and 
implementation of demonstration 
application showcasing how-to’s on 
policy and action planning and 
technical aspects. At transboundary 
level, Nexus approaches are utilized as 
tool for identification of shared benefits 
and enhancement of transboundary 
cooperation and formal and informal 
policy dialogues and stakeholder 
processes advance.  
Target (indicatively, key aimed 
beneficiaries): Water, Energy, 
Agriculture and Environment Ministries 
of Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Kosovo*, North 
Macedonia, Algeria, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Serbia 

2.2 Regional and local policy dialogue is 
facilitated, capacity built and IWRM 
and Nexus solutions catalysed for 
Transboundary basins 

Governments, local 
authorities, RBOs, 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, 
regional institutions, 
private sector, 

• Decision makers and stakeholders 
establish better understanding, 
improve their capacity and are 
equipped with advanced IWRM and 
Nexus policy tools and knowledge to 
respond to Transboundary challenges.  



16 
 

TABLE B: Strategic Results Framework (2) 
OC5 Outcome Challenges Boundary actors Progress markers 

development 
partners 

Targeted transboundary water bodies 
include Drin River Basin including Lake 
Ohrid, North Western Sahara Aquifer 
System, Dinaric Arc.  
Target (indicatively, key aimed 
beneficiaries): Water, Energy, 
Agriculture and Environment Ministries 
of Albania, Montenegro, Kosovo*, 
North Macedonia, Algeria, Libya, 
Lebanon, Tunisia 

  Governments, local 
authorities, RBOs, 
water and 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, 
regional institutions, 
development 
partners 

• More countries of the Mediterranean 
become aware of and possibly 
participate at the UNECE Water 
Convention ratification process, etc.  
Target: MENA policy dialogue and 
capacity building continues, Lebanon, 
Jordan 

2.3 Regional and national policy dialogue 
facilitated, capacity built, solutions 
catalysed and investments mobilized 
through technical assistance to 
countries, including for accessing 
international financing, for water-
related climate resilience action 

Governments, local 
authorities, RBOs, 
Nexus stakeholders, 
regional institutions, 
private sector 
including insurance 
companies, 
development 
partners 

• Decision makers and stakeholders 
develop better understanding of and 
advance policies and action related to 
water-related climate resilience 
including by addressing 
mitigation/adaptation co-benefits, 
through: policy and action planning; 
project prioritization and preparation; 
elaboration of investment portfolios; 
exploration of options for private sector 
engagement; support for preparing and 
advancing National Adaptation Plans 
(NAPs); support for advancing Intended 
Nationally Determined Contribution 
(INDCs) setting and implementation; 
etc.  
Target (indicatively): Albania, Algeria, 
Kosovo*, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, 
Montenegro, Morocco, North 
Macedonia, Tunisia; launch and 
facilitation with UfM of regional 
partnership for mobilization of 
international climate financing 

  Governments, local 
authorities, 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, 
regional institutions, 
private sector, 
development 
partners 

• Regional, national and local partners 
engage on Disaster Risk Reduction 
solutions, including through better 
flood control and drought management 
planning, primarily at transboundary 
level.  
Target: Dialogue and capacity building 
activities in Western Balkans. 

2.4 Local pilot applications implemented 
and local and regional dialogue 
promoted on Non-Conventional 
Water Resources Management, and 

Governments, local 
authorities, 
sustainable 
development 

Local authorities and individuals, 
particularly in water scarce islands and 
coastal areas of the Mediterranean, are 
motivated to promote and assisted to 
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TABLE B: Strategic Results Framework (2) 
OC5 Outcome Challenges Boundary actors Progress markers 

the Urban Water Resources 
Management agenda advance 
through city-level interventions 

stakeholders, 
regional institutions, 
private sector, youth, 
development 
partners 
 

apply Non-Conventional Water 
Resources (NCWR) Management 
including through practices like 
rainwater harvesting (RWH), gray water 
reuse and storm water management, 
etc. as well as promote Nature-based 
Solutions for Water 
Target (indicatively): Local communities 
in Greece and Malta; exploration of 
options for application in MENA. 
Launch of NbSW initiative, with 
emphasis in North Macedonia and 
Western Balkans 

  Governments, local 
authorities, 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, 
regional institutions, 
private sector, 
development 
partners  

• Regional and local partners contribute 
and engage on Integrated Urban Water 
Management (IUWM), including 
through pilot IUWM planning, technical 
applications at city level, and 
promotion of employment 
opportunities particularly for Youth.  
Target (indicatively): Exploration for 
developing pilots in Greece and Tunisia 

2.5 Networking, policy planning, and 
local pilot applications for addressing 
Water-Employment-Migration 
challenges are promoted 

Governments, 
employment and 
migration 
stakeholders, Nexus 
stakeholders, 
regional institutions, 
private sector, local 
authorities, 
development 
partners 

• Regional, national and local partners 
engage for solutions to WEM 
challenges, including towards 
promoting market-based approaches, 
with emphasis on Gender, and Youth 
engagement, through Nexus and 
Nature-based Solutions for Water 
approaches.  
Target: Development and launch of 
implementation of multi-activity 
(assessment, assistance to policy 
making, pilots, capacity building) UfM 
framework programme with focus in 
Jordan, Lebanon and Tunisia 
(indicative) 

 

2.3.3 We Learn 
Water relevant actors have the capacity to carry out water management decisions  
 

TABLE B: Strategic Results Framework (2) 
OC6 Outcome Challenges Boundary actors Progress markers 
3.1 Knowledge is shared and awareness 

on water challenges is promoted and 
contribute to the identification of 
sustainable water and climate 
resilience solutions in the 
Mediterranean 

- Regional 
institutions, regional 
stakeholders, 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, 
academia 
- Regional 
institutions, regional 

• Package knowledge created through 
GWP-Med activities and disseminate 
knowledge products in targeted 
stakeholder groups.  
Target: knowledge material on 
Transboundary, Nexus, 
Nexus/Wetlands, Climate resilience, 
Climate Financing. 

 
6 Please number the Outcome Challenges 
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TABLE B: Strategic Results Framework (2) 
OC6 Outcome Challenges Boundary actors Progress markers 

stakeholders, 
governments, local 
authorities, 
sustainable 
development 
stakeholders, private 
sector, development 
partners 

• Raise visibility on Mediterranean water 
challenges in key international forum 
and formulate regional water targets 
on selected issues towards achieving 
solutions, including with an emphasis 
on water-related Sustainable 
Development Goals.  
Target: focusing on regional and sub-
regional political and technical 
processes on Water, Nexus, 
Transboundary, Climate, Financing, 
Innovation, Entrepreneurship, Youth, 
Gender, Private sector 

3.2 Parliamentarians and Media are 
assisted in tackling more efficiently 
IWRM issues in their fields of 
operation and power 

MPs (individuals and 
networks), Media 
(individuals and 
networks), regional 
institutions, regional 
stakeholders 

• Facilitate the works of the Circle of 
Mediterranean Parliamentarians for 
Sustainable Development (COMPSUD) 
and of the Circle of Mediterranean 
Journalists for Sustainable 
Development (COMJSD) by sharing 
information among the networks, 
organising their regular meetings 
(including interaction with 
stakeholders) and building their 
capacity through targeted workshops. 
The two Circles are co-facilitated by 
GWP-Med since their launching in 
2003.  
Target: regular information sharing and 
organisation of annual 
dialogue/capacity building workshops 
of the two Circles 

3.3 Education for IWRM is promoted 
through the Mediterranean 
Education Initiative for Environment 
and Sustainability 

Educators, academia, 
regional institutions, 
regional 
stakeholders 

• Educators are assisted in their 
networking and capacity building on 
IWRM issues.  
Target: support regular information 
sharing within the network of 
educators, training of trainers primarily 
linked with the NCWR agenda. 

 

2.4 Implementation Map at Regional level – Outputs and Deliverables 
GWP outputs lie in the services and products delivered by the GWP network which foster sustainable 
governance improvements of the water systems (via influenced boundary actors). 
 
The Strategy 2020-2025 sets out a common approach towards strategy implementation based around the 
three dimensions listed in the sub-sections below. The content can be related to one or several thematic 
areas depending on the actual problems targeted. 
 
Quantified targets are entered against the logframe indicators reflecting expected results for the entire 
planning period at the output level. 

2.4.1 We Mobilise 
 

Synthesis of the planned approach (key types of activities and outputs) for the We Mobilise dimension. 
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- Increase and widen diversion and volume of stakeholders engaging in dialogue and implementation 
processes, aiming for further inclusivity and vibrancy of contributions 
- Assist multi-stakeholder platforms, of GWP-Med as well as its network members and beyond, for 
impact orientation 
- Synergize with a range of partners, within and beyond the water sector, to increase coordination and 
joint action 
 

 
Logframe targets for the We Mobilise dimension. 
 
Please see the accompanying factsheets for an explanation of each indicator and example results 

Outputs GWP indicators Target 2020-2022 
Key actors within and 
beyond the water 
sector engaged and 
multi-stakeholder 
platforms established 
 
 

OT3.1: RWP health check score (composite indicator 
measuring financial, governance and programmatic 
reporting parameters recorded in the ARAG)  

 

OT3.2: No. of initiatives that mobilise underrepresented 
groups (incl. gender and youth) to engage with water 
management and governance processes and to 
participate in decision making 

2 

OT3.3: No. of initiatives with private sector actors to 
mobilise investment, reduce impacts on water by key 
industries, and promote innovation and entrepreneurship 

4 

 

2.4.2 We Act 
 

Synthesis of the planned approach (key types of activities and outputs) for the We Act dimension. 
 
- Support decision makers through legitimate regional and national policy making and action planning 
processes 
- Catalyse inclusive investment in water and climate resilient infrastructure 
- Implement pilot activities of demonstration character to stimulate systemic change through 
understanding, replication and leverage 
 

 
Logframe targets for the We Act dimension. 
 
Please see the accompanying factsheets for an explanation of each indicator and example results 

Outputs GWP indicators Target 2020-2022 
Interventions delivered 
to foster and 
demonstrate integrated 
practices for water 
resources management 

OT1.1: No. of mandated institutions supported in 
developing and implementing arrangements for 
transboundary water management  

7 

OT1.2: No. of mandated national institutions supported in 
developing and implementing policies, legal frameworks 
and/or plans based on IWRM  

4 

OT1.3: No. of mandated sub-national institutions 
supported in developing and implementing policies, by-
laws and/or plans based on IWRM 

3 

OT1.4: No. of mandated institutions supported in 
integrating gender inclusive water components into 
development planning and decision-making processes 

5 
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OT1.5: No. of mandated national institutions supported in 
developing national investment plans or strategies  

6 

OT1.6 No. of mandated institutions supported in the 
development of capacity and projects to access finance 

6 

OT1.7 No. of mandated national institutions supported in 
monitoring SDG 6 

2 

OT1.8 No. of demonstration projects undertaken for 
which innovation has been demonstrated 

3 

OT1.9 No. of initiatives / demonstration projects 
specifically targeting gender issues 

3 

OT1.10 No. of documents produced outlining the lessons 
from GWP demonstration projects and a plan for 
replicating solutions 

4 

OT1.11 No. of beneficiaries supported in demonstration 
projects on water security and climate resilience 
undertaken  

4 mil 

 

2.4.3 We Learn 
 

Synthesis of the planned approach (key types of activities and outputs) for the We Learn dimension. 
 
- Deepen and share knowledge on water security and climate resilience aspects, including through 
learning alliances  
- Enhance awareness raising and capacity building opportunities, including through innovative learning 
approaches 
- Reach out to less engaged stakeholders group seeking their more active contribution to water security 
and climate resilience agendas 
 

 
Logframe targets for the We Learn dimension. 
 
Please see the accompanying factsheets for an explanation of each indicator and example results 

Outputs GWP indicators Target 2020-2022 
Learning processes, 
products and platforms 
introduced in forms 
that are easily available, 
attractive, social and 
timely 
 
 

OT2.1 No. of mandated institutions at national, basin and 
regional levels with demonstrably enhanced capacity to 
design and implement policies, legal frameworks and/or 
plans based on shared learning on IWRM processes 

400 

OT2.2 No. of capacity building and professional 
development workshops/initiatives with a significant 
focus on women, youth, and/or other marginalized 
groups initiated and implemented 

10 

OT2.3 No. of publications, knowledge products (including 
strategic messages) and tools for developed and 
disseminated 

5 

OT2.4 No. of publications and knowledge products that 
have a prominent gender perspective incorporated 

3 

OT2.5 User satisfaction across knowledge products and 
services produced, managed and disseminated  

 

OT2.6 No. of knowledge exchange and cross-regional 
learning initiatives with commitments for concrete follow 
up 

2 
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3. Anticipated portfolio of projects and initiatives 
Overview of the ongoing and anticipated regional projects and initiatives through which the work 
programme will be implemented. 
 

Projects / Initiatives Brief description Main thematic 
focus7 

On-going and anticipated   
Sida ‘Making Cooperation Happen in the Mediterranean’ Project, 
2016-2020 

 Nexus, TWRM, Clima, 
WEM 

GEF UNDP Drin Projects (Drin Full Size Project and Drin Kosovo 
Medium Size Project), 2015-2021 

 TWRM 

ADA Nexus in SEE, 2018-2021  Nexus 
GEF IW:LEARN 4 Project, 2017-2020  TWRM 
UfM Technical Assistance Project in support of the UfM Water 
Agenda, 2018-2020 

 Nexus, WEM, Clima, 
WASH 

Coca-Cola Non-Conventional Water Resources Management in 
Malta, 2019-2020 

 NCWR 

Coca-Cola Zero Drop in Greece 2020-2021  NCWR 
GEF UNEP Med SCCF Project on Climate Change Adaptation in the 
Coastal Areas, 2020-2022 

 Clima 

GEF UNEP Med Programme Nexus Project in MENA and SEE, 2017-
2018 (PPG) and 2020-2023 

 Nexus 

GEF UNEP Med Programme Source-to-Sea Project in MENA and 
SEE, 2017-2018 (PPG) and 2020-2023 

 Source-to-Sea 

GEF UNESCO DIKTAS Project, 2020-2023  TWRM 
GEF UNDP Floods in SEE, 2020-2023  Clima, TWRM 
MAVA regional Nexus/Wetlands Knowledge Management Project, 
2018-2020 

 Nexus 

MAVA Tunisia ICZM/IWRM project, 2018-2020  Source-to-Sea 
MAVA Buna/Bojana ICZM/IWRM project, 2018-2020  Source-to-Sea 
SDG SP2 in North Macedonia, 2020  Governance 
SDC/Nature-based Solutions on Water in North Macedonia, 
Balkans, Africa, 2020-2022 

 NCWR/WEM 

GWP Gender-based Water and Climate for Development 
Programme, 2020-2023 

 Clima 

GCF Readiness Projects: Montenegro, Libya (more countries)  Clima – plus more 
 

4. Resources 
3.1 Resources needed (3 years to 2022)  
 
Financial resources 
 
Budget evolution follows a steady up-curve since GWP-Med’s establishment (2002), with financial ‘step-
plateaus’ lasting around 4-5 years each. The latest such ‘step-plateau’ marked a doubling-plus of the usual 
annual budget and secured a related outlook for until the end of the previous programming period (2019).  
 
The estimated total budget for the execution of the GWP-Med Work Programme 2020-2022 is in the order 
of 12 mil euros. Of these, around 8 mil euros are already secured or are in the pipeline (e.g. agreement 
with the donor has been reached but contracts have not been yet signed, anticipated pledges through 

 
7 Can be more than one 
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GWP, etc. The ratio between GWP-provided resources and GWP-Med-raised funds (Locally Raised Funds 
for the GWP terminology) is, with the present calculation, in the order of 1:8. The budget may increase if 
action-lines, for example of the Green Climate Fund, the African Investment Programme / WACDEP-G, 
excel and produce projects of scale. 
 
An indicative allocation per year is presented in the following table. 
 

Year 2020 2021 2022 
Million euros 3,5 4 4,5 

 
Effort will be made to effectively tackle implementation challenges often faced, such as low headcount 
compared to the range and size of activities; limited funding for Finance & Admin and Comms; multiple 
levels and lines of reporting and auditing processes; challenging co-financing obligations; geographic 
and/or cost eligibility limitations of certain funding sources; low capacity of some projects’ partners to 
cope with needs and requirements; etc.  
 
On human resources, GWP-Med enters the triennium with an implementation capacity of a 22-strong 
Secretariat spread in Athens (Head Office), Beirut, Podgorica (Antenna Office), Pristina, Skopje (Antenna 
Office), Tirana (Antenna Office) and Tunis (Antenna Office). Furthermore, a number of collaborating 
organisations are engaged in the execution of activities while external short-term technical experts are also 
recruited according to needs. 
 
Among others, options for evolving or retaining GWP-Med institutional setting are considered and will 
conclude during the coming work programme period.  
 

3.2 Business development and resource mobilisation 
List of tangible current and anticipated opportunities to access the necessary funding to implement the 
work programme. Note that this could be from a variety of sources at the country, regional and global 
levels. 
 

Projects / Initiatives Brief description Main thematic 
focus8 

Currently Pursued (indicative)   
CBC Med on NCWR  NCWR 
GCF Mauritania – Full size project  Clima 
GEF UNEP Depollution through promotion of Nexus Wastewater 
Treatment Plants, with private sector participation 

 Nexus, Source-to-Sea 
Governance 

Water-Employment-Migration/Nexus in MENA - Sida  WEM, Nexus, 
Governance 

Advance implementation of the Drin Strategic Action Programme  TWRM 
Non-Conventional Water Resources Management in Med 
countries 

 NCWR 

Water-Employment-Migration, including with emphasis on Youth 
and Gender 

 WEM, Nexus 

Governance & Financing, including Private Sector Participation  Governance 
 

 
8 Can be more than one 
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A. Water Management Context and Challenges in the Mediterranean, and GWP-Med role 
The Mediterranean is shaped by its unique geographical, ecological, geopolitical and cultural features. 
The Region is challenged by natural conditions including water scarcity, demographic change, 
unemployment including among the youth, poverty, changing consumption patterns including rising 
water and food demands, urbanization, growing energy needs, environmental degradation, climate 
change, gender disparities and more. Part of the Region currently faces an enduring economic crisis, war, 
socio-political instability, conflicts and large-scale migratory movements often under dramatic 
conditions. The vast majority of such natural and man-made challenges are directly linked with water. 
 
Water is fundamental to human security, key to social and economic growth and has a crucial role in 
provision of ecosystems services. Being a limited natural resource, water requires effective policies and 
management practices to secure its availability and quality for all. Sustainable water access, provision 
and use are key concerns in all Mediterranean countries. Particularly the South and East rims are among 
the world’s most water-scarce, with some countries reaching a 160% renewable water resources deficit. 
‘Water poor’ people count to more than 180 mil, while those facing water shortages exceed 60 mil.  
 
Intensive abstraction for domestic, agricultural and industrial purposes has led to depletion of surface 
and ground water bodies. Overexploitation of groundwater resources has led to seawater intrusion in 
coastal aquifers. Over the last 50 years, water demand for all sectors/users has doubled and reached 280 
km3/ year in 2007. Agriculture remains the major consumer with 64% of total water use (varying from 
50% to 90%), followed by industry (including the energy sector) at 22% and the domestic sector with 
14%. Overall, water use efficiency is far from satisfactory, especially in agriculture. Furthermore, 
discharge of domestic, industrial and agricultural wastewater has led to deterioration of water quality.  
 
Access to potable water is above the global average and shows significant progress (it is estimated that 
75 mil inhabitants received access to water in 1990-2006). Today, the proportion of the population 
enjoying access to improved water services stands at over 90% in most Mediterranean countries, 
particularly in the urban centres that host 60% of the population. However, service to the urban poor 
and rural areas remains inadequate in parts of the Region, and 20+ mil inhabitants are still deprived of 
access to improved water services. With climate change forecasted to seriously impact on the Region’s 
water resources, the Mediterranean is even more prone to extreme weather events, including droughts, 
floods and irregular precipitation that are expected to heavily affect freshwater quantity and quality.  
 
The social, economic and environmental impacts of water challenges, and their associated costs in 
human lives and in monetary terms, are considerable, making the need for action and cooperation 
pressing. In response, multiple, and often overlapping, policy and technical frameworks on water-related 
issues and their interdependencies, including with other sectors, are encountered. They are developed 
by/within a range of institutions (like UfM, UNEP MAP, EU, AU, Arab League, RCC, UMA, etc.) and 
stakeholders with coordination across entities and sectors remaining a significant challenge.  
 
2020 is the first implementation year of the 2020-2022 Work Programme in response to the GWP 
Strategy 2020-2025. In 2020, GWP-Med in synergy with partner and collaborating institutions and 
stakeholders, and acting as a neutral convener, will continue being an active promoter of IWRM as 
means towards water security objectives, through focussed interventions at regional, national, basin, 
local and transboundary levels, shaping its action on: 

- Mobilise: facilitating multi-stakeholder participation & engagement in as well as development 
partners’ support for policies, investments and solutions at regional, transboundary, national, basin 
and local level, through Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) and Water-Energy-Food-
Ecosystem Nexus (WEFE Nexus) approaches. 
- Act: assisting Mediterranean countries on policy making, planning and demo application for 
sustainable development and utilization of water resources through such integrated approaches 
towards coherent, tangible and measurable impacts.  



- Learn: promoting understanding, capacity building, knowledge sharing and education on such 
integrated approaches, demonstrating their value, applicability and contribution towards countries’ 
set objectives. 

 
GWP-Med will address the three main GWP Anchor Areas and related priority Themes, including:  

- Water solutions for the Sustainable Development Goals 
• Water Governance & Financing, including Private Sector Participation 
• Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystems Nexus 
• Source-to-Sea, including IWRM/Integrated Coastal Zone Management/Integrated 
Groundwater Management 
• Non-Conventional Water Resources Management, including for Integrated Urban Water 
Management 
• Water-Employment-Migration 

- Climate Resilience through Water 
- Transboundary Water Cooperation 

 
GWP-Med, furthermore, will addresses the three Across-Anchors Areas of the GWP Strategy 2020-2025: 
Engaging the private sector; Contributing to gender equality; Mobilizing youth for water resources 
management. 
 
GWP-Med action will build on: the heritage of almost 20 years of operations, including knowledge 
created, capacity developed and recognition gained; screening of existing and emerging regional and 
national processes and synergies, as well as of international processes with application in the Region, 
including the SDGs and the Paris Agreement; screening of funding opportunities and, further on, of 
strategic and operational partnerships. 

 
 

B. GWP-Med Work Plan 2020 highlights  
• Advance Water Security targets through Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) planning, 
implementation and monitoring through policy dialogue, catalytic actions and capacity building on targeted 
issues and at different scales, including: 
 
- at Mediterranean level, with emphasis on contributing to on-going regional processes including the Union for 
the Mediterranean (UfM) Water Agenda through its Water Expert Group (WEG) and the promotion of the 
related Work Programme through its 4 Thematic areas and its Financial Strategy, the 5+5 Western 
Mediterranean Water Strategy and Action Plan, the League of Arab States, the African Union, etc; assisting 
coordination for building the water-related Sustainable Development Goals agenda in the region; promoting 
the concept of Water- Energy- Food-Ecosystems Nexus, including with an emphasis on Wetlands, and of joint 
IWRM/Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) / Source-to-Sea Planning; 
 
- at South East Europe level, with emphasis on contributing in the implementation of the Regional Cooperation 
Council SEE 2020 Strategy including towards achieving its objectives on sustainable utilization of water 
resources making use of the Nexus approach; 
 
- at national level, with provisional emphasis on Jordan, Lebanon, Tunisia, Mauritania as well as Montenegro 
and North Macedonia [some tbc] depending on the specific country IWRM agendas including in support of SDG 
readiness; NDC implementation; and, promoting Country Water Partnerships as possible and needed 
particularly by exploring options in the Drin Basin riparians;  
 
- by continuing and further building activities on the Water Governance & Financing Nexus with an emphasis 
on Private Sector Participation as well as Corporate Social Responsibility and Water Stewardship, at regional, 
sub-regional (MENA and SEE), national and transboundary levels; and by further building activities on Water 
Integrity at MENA level; 
 



- by designing and launching with partners the GWP-Med agenda on Water-Employment-Migration.  
 
• Advance integrated Transboundary Water Resources Management through region-wide and local policy 
dialogue, stakeholder consultation and capacity building as well as by assisting competent partners in 
management planning, with a focus on the Drin River Basin (shared by five riparians in SEE), and the North 
Western Sahara Aquifer (shared by Algeria, Libya and Tunisia). Furthermore, assist the promotion of the UNECE 
Water Convention in the region. Advance activities on the Nexus including Climate Change and Flood 
Management considerations, with emphasis on SEE shared basins and the North Western Sahara Aquifer. 
 
• Contribute in tackling Climate Resilience challenges through support to regional policy making and 
regional project development linked with the UfM Climate Change Expert Group as well as for action planning 
linked with the MAP UNEP / MCSD Regional Framework for Climate Change Adaptation; launching a UfM/GWP 
partnership for mobilising international climate finance in the Mediterranean; providing methodological tool to 
countries for accessing international climate financing; assisting countries to develop a regional program 
proposal on climate change adaptation in the coastal area in the UNEP MAP framework; supporting the 
preparation of GCF Readiness and full projects for submission to the Green Climate Fund in Libya, Montenegro 
and Mauritania, and exploring more such options in Med countries.  
 
• Promote sustainable management of Non-Conventional Water Resources through: piloting technical 
interventions at local level through practical demo applications in Mediterranean islands (Malta, and possibly 
more), also contributing to local climate resilience and youth employability objectives; further advancing the 
GWP-Med agenda on integrated urban water resources management in collaboration with partners; 
promoting Nature-based Solutions on Water, including linked with employment/entrepreneurship and youth 
engagement objectives. 
 
• Raise awareness and build capacities of targeted stakeholders groups including parliamentarians and 
media; promote knowledge management & sharing though elaboration and distribution of success stories on 
IWRM & TWRM aspects; promote education for sustainable development with emphasis on water. 
 
• Further design and promote with partners the GWP-Med agendas on Water & Gender, Water & Youth, 
Water & Private Sector Participation including with an emphasis on Employment.  
 

 
 

C. Funding portfolio overview 
 
List of core and project work streams that will be implemented during 2020 
 

Regional portfolio for 2020 
Activity reference  
(source of detailed list 
of activities for 2020) 

Budget reference  
(source of detailed budget for 
2020) 

GWP supported   
Core   
SDG SP2 in North Macedonia Under preparation Under preparation 
Locally Raised/ GWP-Med: 
Contracted and on going   

Sida ‘Making Cooperation Happen in the 
Mediterranean’ Project, 2016-2020 

Project document Project document 

GEF UNDP Drin Projects (Drin Full Size Project and 
Drin Kosovo Medium Size Project), 2015-2021 

Project documents Project document 

ADA Nexus in SEE, 2018-2021 Project document Project document 
GEF IW:LEARN 4 Project, 2017-2020 Project document Project document 
UfM Technical Assistance Project in support of the 
UfM Water Agenda, 2018-2020 

Project documents Project document 



Regional portfolio for 2020 
Activity reference  
(source of detailed list 
of activities for 2020) 

Budget reference  
(source of detailed budget for 
2020) 

Coca-Cola Non-Conventional Water Resources 
Management in Malta, 2019-2020 

Project document Project document 

MAVA regional Nexus/Wetlands Knowledge 
Management Project, 2018-2020 

Project document Project document 

MAVA Tunisia ICZM/IWRM project, 2018-2020 Project documents Project document 
MAVA Buna/Bojana ICZM/IWRM project, 2018-
2020 

Project document Project document 

Locally Raised / GWP-Med: 
Approved and contract expected in 2020 

  

GEF UNEP Med SCCF Project on Climate Change 
Adaptation in the Coastal Areas, 2020-2022 

Project documents Project document 

GEF UNEP Med Programme Nexus Project in MENA 
and SEE, 2020-2023 

PIF approved by GEF 
Council 

PIF approved by GEF Council 

GEF UNEP Med Programme Source-to-Sea Project 
in MENA and SEE, 2020-2023 

PIF approved by GEF 
Council 

PIF approved by GEF Council 

GEF UNESCO DIKTAS Project, 2020-2023 Project documents Project document 
GEF UNDP Floods in SEE, 2020-2023 Project document Project document 
SDC/Nature-based Solutions on Water in North 
Macedonia, Balkans, Africa, 2020-2022 

Project document Project document 

Locally Raised / GWP-Med 
Expected to be approved and contracted in 2020 

  

Coca-Cola Zero Drop in Greece, 2020-2021 Project document Project document 
 
At the time of submission of this version of the Work Plan 2020, a number of other project proposals have been 
submitted and/or are under preparation. 



D. GWP-Med Work Plan 2020 
 

1. We Mobilize 
 
Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 
1.1 Sustainable country 

water partnerships 
are explored and 
established 

1.1.1 
Country and local stakeholders are networked in 
functioning partnerships to better tackle IWRM (6.5.1 
and 6.5.2) and WEFE Nexus objectives.  

Interest in the region is explored for establishing sustainable GWP Country Water 
Partnerships, with emphasis on North Macedonia and possibly Kosovo* and 
Montenegro, building on opportunities of the Drin collaboration. 
 
Activities will be implemented through internal/core capacities. 

1.2 GWP and GWP-
Med agendas in 
Africa and in the 
Gulf is –further- set 
and advance 

1.2.1 

Further operational links are established with African 
key institutions and stakeholders and contribution to 
the Pan-African agenda is made with emphasis on 
promoting North African water-related objectives and 
South-South cooperation.  

Follow up of key pan-African processes within the overall GWP Africa agenda, 
promoting action and sharing of South-South experiences between North 
Africa/Med and Sub-Saharan Africa countries and agendas. Emphasis will be in 
AUDA-NEPAD, AMCOW, UMA, AWF, AfDB, EU-Africa cooperation. 
 
Activities will be implemented through internal/core capacities, including the 
emerging African Investment Programme on Water, and linked to on-going projects 

1.2.2 

Options for collaboration and action are explored with 
Gulf countries governments, stakeholders and GCC 
regional institutions aiming at promoting GWP 
objectives in the area, and an operational agenda is 
established and advance.   

Interest on the GWP agenda will be sound and synergies will be promoted with 
governments, stakeholders and regional institutions, as pertinent, aiming at sharing 
experiences between global and regional GWP and Gulf entities and, depending on 
interest, develop a MED/Gulf agenda. Technical support will be provided to an 
Arab/DAC cooperation process (tbc). Options in Iran may be explored. 
 
Activities will be implemented through internal/core capacities. 

1.3 Agendas for cross-
cutting GWP-Med 
focus themes 
responding to the 
GWP Strategy 
2020-2025 advance 1.3.1 

Regional partners contribute and engage to the design 
and advancement of Gender, Youth, and Private 
Sector Participation action plans, also with emphasis 
on Employment objectives.  

> The GWP-Med agenda on Water & Gender, Water & Youth and Water & Private 
Sector Participation, including with emphasis on Employability & Entrepreneurship 
to meet Water Security and Migration challenges, will be further designed and 
launched, drawing on related activities under the range of Outcomes and beyond. 
> Increased participation of women and youth in regional and national dialogue fora 
facilitated, aiming at least 30% for women, at least 10% for youth 
> Participation of private sector in regional & national dialogue fora facilitated, 
including through continuous support for the UfM Dialogue on Water Financing.  
> UfM Water & Youth initiative supported and advance. 
 
Activities will be implemented within the range of GWP-Med projects (Sida 
Matchmaker, Drin, ADA, NCWR, etc) and through internal/core capacities. 



2. We Act 
 
Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 
2.1 Policy dialogue 

facilitated and 
catalytic actions 
and demo 
applications 
implemented for 
IWRM and Nexus 
planning at 
regional, national 
and local / river 
basin level 

2.1.1 

Regional / Sub-regional institutions and political 
initiatives are assisted for advancing their Water 
related strategy processes, including through WEFE 
Nexus, WEM and Climate Resilience approaches.   

In collaboration with the lead political institutions and other regional partners 
engaged in the related processes: 
* technically assist the UfM Secretariat in further developing and implementing the 
UfM Water Agenda including its Financial Strategy, through support to the regional 
Water Expert Group; technically leading its Thematic Areas and Task Forces for 
WEFE Nexus and Water-Employment-Migration; technically facilitating its Thematic 
Areas and Task Forces for Climate Change Adaptation, WSS, and Financial Strategy. 
* technically assist the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) and the participating SEE 
countries to implement the water-related and nexus-related provisions of the ‘SEE 
Strategy 2020: Towards European Integration’ through the Water-Food-Energy-
Ecosystems Nexus approach as well as it evolution through the SEE/EU Green 
Agenda for the Western Balkans.  
* contribute to the ‘5+5’ Western Mediterranean Water Strategy and Action Plan 
implementation’s follow up. 
* further strengthen linkages with and contribute to priorities of Arab League, UMA 
 
Activities will be implemented within the Sida ‘Matchmaker’ Project, the UfM 
Technical Assistance Project, and through internal/core capacities. 

2.1.2 

National governments are equipped with tools 
(assessment, strategic choices, policy options, capacity 
building) to make progress on their national IWRM 
planning and monitoring in an integrated approach, 
including through establishing and advancing capacity 
for responding to Sustainable Development Goals.  

Linked primarily with work below (2.1.3) contribute, based on demand, to key 
national IWRM or WSS processes through assessment, policy dialogue and capacity 
building activities, using a structured multi-stakeholder inclusive approach. The 
water governance-financing nexus agenda concerns primarily WSS and aims at a) 
providing an assessment of the status quo and b) offering country-specific 
consensus-based recommendations for action benefitting from international 
practices. These actions are embedded in national water sector reform processes, 
thus aligning with the IWRM frameworks and contributing to the implementation of 
the SDGs as per the priorities and obligations of the countries.  
 
In 2020, exploration of interest will be made targeting Albania, Lebanon, Libya, 
Jordan, Montenegro, Tunisia and North Macedonia. Activities would advance based 
on resource availability. 
 
Activities will be implemented through internal/core capacities. 



Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 
  

2.1.3 

Water financing / Private Sector Participation (PSP) 
stakeholders establish better understanding of related 
challenges, opportunities and options for ways 
forward by taking advantage of the national and 
regional platforms for policy dialogue offered; policy 
recommendations are formulated and are available for 
operationalization by key players (regulating 
authorities and private sector) leading to new 
synergies; pilot schemes are promoted and, 
eventually, tested.  
 

Linked also with 2.1.2, advance design, further finetuning the context and 
fundraising for the next phase of work on the theme. In partnership with the UfM, 
OECD, country partners and other relevant actors the work shall concern:  
* the design and submission of project proposal(s) on sustainable financing, 
capitalising on the findings of the GWP-Med/OECD/UfM Gov & Fin project (Sida).   
* Lebanon, on following up the implementation of the identified pilot water 
projects to be supported through private banks through a financing mechanism that 
the Central Bank of Lebanon has in place.  
* Jordan (tbc), on further promoting the engagement of private banks towards 
supporting small/medium scale pilot water projects. 
* Montenegro (tbc) and North Macedonia (tbc), on the framework conditions for 
private sector involvement in water infrastructure and with consideration to the 
regulatory instruments for abiding to the EU Water Framework Directive 
requirements. 
* at sub-regional level, and in synergy with UNEP MAP, explore the potential for PSP 
for promotion of Nexus WWTP in MENA 
* at sub-regional level, and in synergy with SIWI, explore the potential for PSP-
related work at transboundary basins.  
* at regional level, support the implementation of the Financial Strategy that forms 
part of the UfM Water Agenda and which has already utilised the experience of the 
Gov&Fin project for the engagement of financing actors in the process;  
* at regional level, continue the wide outreach of the produced knowledge outputs 
and facilitate the policy interface and experience sharing among the range of 
stakeholders for replication of successful methodologies, including the organisation 
of the 2nd UfM Annual Conference on Water Financing and Investment. 
* at international level, continue providing lead contribution for the 
Mediterranean/MENA to the OECD Global Water Governance Initiative.  
* at international level, capitalise on and explore plausible ways forward with the 
promotion of the GEF PSP agenda in the source-to-sea context. 
* at international level, explore ways to best contribute to the preparations for the 
9th World Water Forum (Senegal, 2021). 
 
Activities will be implemented within the Sida ‘Matchmaker’ Project, the UfM 
Technical Assistance Project, and through internal/core capacities. 
 
 



Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 
    

2.1.4 

Stakeholders are assisted to improve their 
understanding and capacity on water integrity, 
transparency and accountability as means for 
improved water governance.   

In collaboration with core partners (SIWI, IUCN-ROWA, etc) and in the framework of 
the UfM, explore options for the continuation (tbc) of the ‘Water Integrity in the 
MENA’ Project, responding to demand expressed by national partners for activities 
targeting the institutional level in the countries of focus, so as to reinforce collective 
action and positive change towards water integrity. Further to the UfM, fostering 
the linkages with the political framework of the League of Arab States would 
strengthen further the political commitment for action. 

    

2.1.5 

Regional, national and local IWRM and Integrated 
Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) partners establish 
better understanding of the related inter-linkages and 
challenges and selected national and transboundary 
basins/coastal areas and wetlands are equipped with 
advanced local management planning tools. 

> In collaboration with UNEP MAP and partners, launch implementation of GEF Med 
Programme ‘Child Project’ on coastal and water management, with emphasis in 
Albania, Lebanon and Morocco. 
 
> In collaboration with MAVA Foundation and partners advance implementation of 4 
projects on wetlands, water management and Nexus: in Buna/Bojana river basin 
area (Albania and Montenegro), under the lead of IUCN; in Ghar El Melh river basin 
(Tunisia), under the lead of WWF Tunisia; for Knowledge Management, under the 
lead of Wetlands International; for Communications, under the lead of MedWet. 
 
Activities will be implemented within GEF UNEP/MAP MedProgramme and with 
MAVA support. 

  

2.1.6 

National and basin institutions are assisted in 
addressing natural resources security issues using the 
Water-Energy-Food- Ecosystems Nexus approach, 
through elaboration of investment portfolios and 
implementation of demonstration application 
showcasing how-to’s on policy and action planning 
and technical aspects. At transboundary level, Nexus 
approaches are utilized as tool for identification of 
shared benefits and enhancement of transboundary 
cooperation and formal and informal policy dialogues 
and stakeholder processes advance.  

> In collaboration with leading political institutions and other regional partners 
engaged in the related processes, complete design of a large scale and multi-
component regional framework programme on the Nexus in the Mediterranean, 
under the UfM framework, including regional, sub-regional, national and 
transboundary activities and operational linkages with the WEM agenda, while 
already advancing parts of it, including: 
o SEE (activities supported by ADA and GEF) 

- at regional level, including related consultation through a Regional 
Roundtable on Nexus in SEE; 
- transboundary level, including the advancement of a Nexus Policy Dialogue 
(encompassing a Nexus Assessment and a multi-stakeholder consultation 
process) for preparing a Nexus Strategy and elaborating two projects to 
address identified Nexus challenges, in the Drin and the Drina basins. 
- at national level, including a Nexus Policy Dialogue (encompassing a Nexus 
Assessment and a multi-stakeholder consultation process) for preparing a 
Nexus Strategy in Albania. 

o North Western Sahara Aquifer System (supported by Sida), in collaboration 
with OSS and UNECE, by producing the publication resulting from  the Nexus 



Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 

Policy Dialogue (encompassing a Nexus Assessment and a multi-stakeholder 
consultation process) and continuing assisting NWSAS countries to improve 
management of the transboundary underground water body, including by 
exploring advanced institutional settings and building opportunities for 
implementation of countries’ recommendations like from AUDA-NEPAD/PIDA 
for projects preparation and funds mobilization.  

o In collaboration with UNEP MAP and partners and under the lead of MAP, 
launch the GEF Med Programme ‘Child Project’ on WEFE Nexus, with emphasis 
in Albania, Lebanon and Morocco. 

 
Activities will be implemented within the ADA Nexus/SEE Project, Sida ‘Matchmaker’ 
Project, GEF UNEP/MAP MedProgramme and through internal/core capacities. 

2.2 Regional and local 
policy dialogue is 
facilitated, capacity 
built and IWRM and 
Nexus solutions 
catalysed for 
Transboundary 
basins 

2.2.1 

Decision makers and stakeholders establish better 
understanding, improve their capacity and are 
equipped with advanced IWRM and Nexus policy tools 
and knowledge to respond to Transboundary 
challenges.  

> In the Drin Basin, facilitate, in partnership with UNDP and UNECE, the 
implementation of the Drin MoU for the management of the extended 
transboundary river basin (shared by Albania, Greece, Kosovo*, North Macedonia, 
and Montenegro) through advancing the knowledge base regarding TWRM issues, 
strengthening the Drin MoU institutional structure and administratively serving this; 
securing enhanced stakeholders involvement; implementing capacity building; 
strategic communication activities. Serving these, the GEF Drin Project is aligned in 
terms of content and aims with the Drin MoU and supports its implementation. In 
2020 the following activities will be implemented:  
- DCG and Expert Working Group meetings will be organized to enable the countries 
coordinating action at the Drin Basin level; 
- the Strategic Action Programme of measures for the long-term Drin Basin 
management will be completed; 
- the development of the Information Management System will be completed;   
- the preparation of the Lake Ohrid Water Management Plan will be completed;  
- the design of a transboundary monitoring network will be established in the Lake 
Skadar/Shkodra (Albania/Montenegro);  
- a pilot project for the collection of biomass as means to reduce nutrients load from 
a transboundary lake will be completed;  
- a wastewater management decision support tool will be completed; this will be 
used for the identification of the most appropriate solution for the management of 
wastewater in the Shkodra city (the second largest in terms of population in Albania) 
sitting on a threatened ecosystem; 
- the Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis will be disseminated;  



Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 

- stakeholders will be engaged through a structured consultation process as well as 
through the “Drin Day”. 
 
> In the Dinaric Arc, activities for promoting integrated groundwater management 
will be launched through the GEF UNESCO DIKTAS II, with GWP-Med contributing to 
stakeholder engagement and outreach activities 
 
> For North Western Sahara Aquifer, see main activities under 2.1.6. 
 
Activities will be implemented within the GEF UNEP Project, Sida ‘Matchmaker’ 
Project, GEF UNESCO DIKTAS II Project and through internal/core capacities. 

  

2.2.2 
More countries of the Mediterranean become aware 
of and possibly participate at the UNECE Water 
Convention ratification process, etc.  

In partnership with UNECE and based on countries’ demand: 
* continue support to Lebanon and Tunisia for their potential accession to the 
UNECE Water Convention 
* ad hoc support, and as requested by the government, to Jordan (where the 
process started previously) to conclude the exploration of acceding or not to the 
Convention  
* conclude the exploration process in Iraq, including through follow up capacity 
building on the implementation of the accession.  
* organise a MENA capacity building event to enhance capacity on transboundary 
water cooperation, including awareness on the UNECE Water Convention 
* editing, design and printing of documents related to the UNECE Water Convention 
(e.g. translation of material into Arabic, tailored-made material for the MENA 
countries, etc.) 
 
Activities will be implemented within the Sida ‘Matchmaker’ Project and through 
internal/core capacities. 

2.3 Regional and 
national policy 
dialogue is 
facilitated, capacity 
is built and 
solutions are 
catalysed on 
climate change 
adaptation and 

2.3.1 

Regional and national policy dialogue facilitated, 
capacity built, solutions catalysed and investments 
mobilized through technical assistance to countries, 
including for accessing international financing, for 
water-related climate resilience action 

> At regional level: 
o methodological guidelines will be developed on preparing a financing plan 

for climate change adaptation in coastal areas comprising domestic, 
international and private sector investment. 

o the preparation of a multi-country/regional project proposal to access 
international financing support for climate change adaptation in coastal 
zone will be launched in close collaboration with countries in the UNEP 
MAP framework. 

o development, consultation and launch of a UfM/GWP partnership for 
mobilising international climate finance in the Mediterranean. 



Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 

climate variability 
issues 

 
> In North Africa, development, and upon resource availability launching, of the new 
GWP G-WACDEP Programme with the GWP & Partners African Investment 
Programme. 
 
> In the North Western Sahara Aquifer, explore countries interest for developing a 
bankable project to support climate mainstreaming in transboundary cooperation 
through the improvement of hydro-meteorological climate services and the 
implementation of Nexus solutions, possibly through AUDA-NEPAD/PIDA.  
 
> At country level 
* Mauritania: follow up, possible through a GCF PPF, on the climate resilience 
proposal to GCF  
* Montenegro: follow up on the GCF Readiness Project proposal, and launch 
implementation pending on approval 
* Libya: prepare GCF Readiness Project proposal, and launch implementation 
pending on approval 
* Additional countries: explore interest of countries for preparation of GCF 
Readiness Project proposal, and advance accordingly.  
 
Activities will be implemented within the Sida ‘Matchmaker’ Project, GEF UNEP/MAP 
SCCF Project, the UfM Technical Assistance Project, and through internal/core 
capacities. 

  

2.3.2 

Regional, national and local partners engage on 
Disaster Risk Reduction solutions, including through 
better flood control and drought management 
planning, primarily at transboundary level.  

In the Drin Basin, activities will be launched for flood management including 
implementation of EU Floods Directive provisions through the approved Adaptation 
Fund / UNDP Floods project, with GWP-Med contributing to its Regional Component 
(e.g. stakeholder engagement and specific technical activities). 
 
Activities will be implemented within the Adaptation Fund UNDP Floods in SEE 
Project and through internal/core capacities. 

2.4 Local pilot 
applications 
implemented and 
local and regional 
dialogue promoted 
on Non-

2.4.1 

Local authorities and individuals, particularly in water 
scarce islands and coastal areas of the Mediterranean, 
are motivated to promote and assisted to apply Non-
Conventional Water Resources (NCWR) Management 
including through practices like rainwater harvesting 
(RWH), gray water reuse and storm water 

* Advancement of the NCWR project in Malta, in partnership with national 
authorities and the Coca-Cola Foundation and system, including pilot demo 
applications, youth engagement, capacity building, education and awareness raising. 
* Pending on approval (in end 2019), launching of Zero Dropin Greece focusing on 
advancing water efficiency and mobilisation of NCWR in the tourism sector, in 
partnership with local authorities and the Coca-Cola Foundation and system, 



Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 

Conventional 
Water Resources 
Management, and 
the Urban Water 
Resources 
Management 
agenda advance 
through city-level 
interventions 

management, etc. as well as promote Nature-based 
Solutions for Water 

including pilot demo applications, youth engagement, capacity building, education 
and awareness raising. 
* Exploration of options for activities, and related fund-raising, in more insular cases 
in the Mediterranean as well as in MENA, demonstrating the NCWR potential to 
local water security and climate change adaptation, while promoting youth and 
employability objectives.  
 
* An initiative on Nature-Based Solutions for Water will be launched, with emphasis 
on facilitating related Employment/Entrepreneurship towards promotion of related 
solutions. Initial focus will be North Macedonia and SEE, also related to an approved 
SDC/IUCN project (pending contracting). 
 
Activities will be implemented within NCWR projects supported by The Coca-Cola 
Foundation and through internal/core capacities. 

2.4.2 

Regional and local partners contribute and engage on 
Integrated Urban Water Management (IUWM), 
including through pilot IUWM planning, technical 
applications at city level, and promotion of 
employment opportunities particularly for Youth.  

An IUWM agenda will be further articulated and implemented through defining 
contents, including as a contribution to climate change impacts and linked with 
NCWR, WEM, WEFE Nexus, Youth, Gender and PSP in synergy with regional partners.  
 
Activities will be implemented through internal/core capacities. 

2.5 Networking, policy 
planning, and local 
pilot applications 
for addressing 
Water-
Employment-
Migration 
challenges are 
promoted 

2.5.1 

Regional, national and local partners engage for 
solutions to WEM challenges, including towards 
promoting market-based approaches, with emphasis 
on Gender, and Youth engagement, including through 
Nexus and Nature-Based Solutions for Water 
approaches.  
 

* A regional framework programme on Water-Employment-Migration, including 
with a focus on Gender and Youth, will be fully designed and launched, building on 
demand by countries and synergies with regional and national partners. Based on 
these, a multi-activity Programme proposal will be developed and resources will be 
sought to address these challenges. The Programme will be aimed for UfM labelling 
and is linked with Activity 1.1.1. Linkages and synergies with the GWP & Partners 
African Investment Programme will also be explored, pending on developments. 
 
Activities will be implemented within the Sida ‘Matchmaker’ Project and through 
internal/core capacities. 

  



3. We Learn 
 
Outcome Challenge Progress Marker  
Ref. Description Ref. Progress Markers Description Brief Activity Description 
3.1 Knowledge shared 

and awareness on 
water challenges 
promoted and 
contribute to the 
identification of 
sustainable water 
and climate 
resilience solutions 

3.1.1 
Package knowledge created through GWP-Med 
activities and disseminate knowledge products in 
targeted stakeholder groups.  

Knowledge products, packaging experiences from GWP-Med activities, will be 
elaborated, with emphasis on Transboundary, Nexus, Nexus/Wetlands, Climate 
resilience, Climate financing, NCWR, WEM, Financing. 
 
Activities will be implemented within the range of GWP-Med projects and through 
internal/core capacities. 

  

3.1.2 

Raise visibility on Mediterranean water challenges in 
key international forum and formulate regional water 
targets on selected issues towards achieving solutions, 
including with an emphasis on water-related 
Sustainable Development Goals.  
 

Support, as needed and appropriate, to regional and international processes and 
fora, focusing on Water, Nexus, Transboundary, Climate, Financing, Innovation, 
Entrepreneurship, Youth, Gender, Private sector. Activities can/may concern: 
* targeted country support in the GWP-led SDG Preparedness Facility  
* continued active involvement in the OECD Global Water Governance Initiative  
* coordination of the MENA Focus during the Stockholm World Water Week 2020 
* various events in the context of the Arab and African Water Agenda 

3.2 Parliamentarians 
and Media are 
assisted in tackling 
IWRM issues in 
their fields of 
operation and 
power 

3.2.1 

Facilitate the Circle of Mediterranean 
Parliamentarians for Sustainable Development 
(COMPSUD) and the Circle of Mediterranean 
Journalists for Sustainable Development (COMJSD) by 
sharing information among the networks, organising 
regular meetings (including interaction with 
stakeholders) and building capacity.  

Parliamentarians and Media are assisted in tackling more efficiently IWRM and 
Nexus issues in their fields of operation and power. Synergies with other regional 
organisations having similar agendas will be promoted. The two Circles are co-
facilitated by GWP-Med since their launching in 2003. 
 
Activities will be implemented within the Sida ‘Matchmaker’ and through 
internal/core capacities. 

3.3 Education for 
IWRM is promoted 
through the 
Mediterranean 
Education Initiative 
for Environment 
and Sustainability 

3.3.1 Educators are assisted in their networking and 
capacity building on IWRM issues.   

Works of the Mediterranean Education Initiative for Environment and Sustainability 
(MEdIES) will be promoted through networking and capacity building activities 
among educators and development and pilot use in schools of thematic educational 
material targeting pupils. MEdIES is co-supported by GWP-Med since its launching in 
2003. The digital educational tool on NCWRM, based on the NCWR Programme 
education material will be leveraged to engage educators in the region.  
Activities will be implemented primarily within the NCWR projects supported by the 
The Coca Cola Foundation. (see under 2.4.1) 

 



E. GWP-Med Logframe Indicators Targets 2020  
 

Please refer to the indicator factsheets for a detailed 
explanation of the different indicators To be completed as part of the 2020 Workplan 

NB IND 
Targets 
set for 
2020 

Explanation of targets set for 2020 (i.e. what do the 
numbers in the column to the left refer to) 

I1 Number of people benefiting from improved 
water resources governance and management  

a. 200 mill 
b. 1 mil 

c. 1.5 mil 
d. 4 mil 

a. MED countries: through implementation of the 
new regional UfM Water Agenda 
b. Drin countries: through implementation of the 
Drin MoU for transboundary collaboration 
c. NWSAS: through promotion of transboundary 
collaboration 
d. Nexus approaches in Albania and the Drin Basin in 
Western Balkans advanced 

I2 Total value of water-related investments from 
government and private sources influenced 

a.300 mil 
b. 10 mil 
c. 10 mil 

a. Investment alignment under the UNEP/MAP 
Regional Framework on Climate Change Adaptation 
and the MedProgramme; and, on regional priorities 
towards the UfM Water Agenda 
b. Donors investments in soft activities and 
infrastructure in the Drin Basin 
c. Donors investments in soft activities and 
infrstructure related to Nexus in SEE and NWSAS 

    

O1 
No. of formally adopted national level policies, 
plans, strategies and laws influenced which 
integrate water security 

1 * Nexus Strategy in Albania 

O2 
No. of formally adopted policies, plans, 
strategies and laws influenced which integrate 
water security at other levels 

4 

* Regional priorities advanced in detail for regional 
UfM Water Agenda 
* Drin Strategic Action Programme 
* Lake Ohrid Management Plan  
* Nexus Roadmap for SEE 

O3 
No. of arrangements / commitments / 
agreements on enhanced water security 
influenced at transboundary / regional level 

5 

* Drin MoU implementation advances 
* NWSAS collaboration advances 
* UfM Water Agenda advances 
* Nexus agenda in Drin Basin 
* Nexus agenda in Drin Basin 

O4 
No. of capacity building and knowledge 
development initiatives that can be directly 
associated with tangible governance change 

2 * Nexus CB in SEE 
* CB activities in the Drin 

O5 
No. of processes / frameworks / institutions 
established or strengthened to improve cross-
sectoral / transboundary coordination 

2 * Drin Strategic Action Programme endorsement 
* Lake Ohrid Management Plan development 

O6 
No. of formal multi-stakeholder participation 
processes facilitated on behalf of a mandated 
institution 

3 
* Drin collaboration 
* NWSAS collaboration 
* Nexus in SEE collaboration 

O7 No. of policies, plans, strategies and laws 
influenced that integrate gender inclusion 2 * UfM Water Agenda 

* Nexus Roadmap in SEE 

O8 
No. of management instruments formally 
being used by water managers and decision-
makers 

  

O9 No. of formal data sharing arrangements 
established 1 * Drin Basin Information System 

O10 

No. of approved investment plans and budget 
commitments associated with policies, plans 
and strategies that integrate water security 3 

* GEF UNEP/MAP MedProgramme, including 
investments for the Nexus and ICZM/IWRM action 
line/child projects 
* Nexus in SEE 

O11 

No. of funding agreements influenced to 
implement water-informed National 
Adaptation Plan and integrated flood and 
drought management policies and measures 

3 
* Montenegro 
* Libya 
* Mauritania 

O12 
No. of processes in place to raise local 
revenues from dedicated levies on water users 
at basin, aquifer or sub-national levels 

  



Please refer to the indicator factsheets for a detailed 
explanation of the different indicators To be completed as part of the 2020 Workplan 

NB IND 
Targets 
set for 
2020 

Explanation of targets set for 2020 (i.e. what do the 
numbers in the column to the left refer to) 

O13 
No. of budget commitments from riparian 
countries to support agreed transboundary 
cooperation arrangements 

1 * Drin Basin 

O14 
No. of water-related infrastructure 
interventions founded on robust, inclusive, and 
effective water governance systems influenced 

1 Constructed Wetlands wastewater treatment in 
Kosovo 

    

OT1.1 
No. of mandated institutions supported in 
developing and implementing arrangements for 
transboundary water management 

3 
* Drin Core Group 
* NWSAS Coordination Mechanism 
* Lake Ohrid cooperation 

OT1.2 

No. of mandated national institutions 
supported in developing and implementing 
policies, legal frameworks and/or plans based 
on IWRM 

8 

*Lebanon Ministry of Energy and Water 
* Jordanian Ministry of Water and Irrigation  
* Mauritanian Ministry of Hydraulics 
* Ministry of Tourism and Sustainable 
Development of Montenegro 
* Ministry of Environment & Tourism of Albania 
* National Water Agency of Albania 
* Ministry of Environment & Physical Planning 
of North Macedonia 
* Ministry of Energy and Water Resources 
Management of Malta 

OT1.3 
No. of mandated sub-national institutions 
supported in developing and implementing 
policies, by-laws and/or plans based on IWRM 

    

OT1.4 

No. of mandated institutions supported in 
integrating gender inclusive water components 
into development planning and decision-
making processes 

3 
* UfM 
* UNEP MAP 
* RCC 

OT1.5 
No. of mandated national institutions 
supported in developing national investment 
plans or strategies 

    

OT1.6 
No. of mandated institutions supported in the 
development of capacity and projects to 
access finance 

16 Ministries responsible for water and for environment 
(NDAs) in developing countries of the UfM 

OT1.7 No. of mandated national institutions 
supported in monitoring SDG 6 1 * Ministry of Environment & Physical Planning of 

North Macedonia 

OT1.8 No. of demonstration projects undertaken for 
which innovation has been demonstrated 6 

* 4 NCWR demos in Mediterranean islands and 
coastal cities 
* 2 Drin demos 

OT1.9 No. of initiatives / demonstration projects 
specifically targeting gender issues   

OT1.1
0 

No. of documents produced outlining the 
lessons from GWP demonstration projects and 
a plan for replicating solutions 

2 * NCWR demos 
* Drin demos 

OT1.1
1 

No. of beneficiaries supported in 
demonstration projects on water security and 
climate resilience undertaken 

20K 
* NCWR demos in Mediterranean islands and coastal 
cities 
* Drin demos 

OT2.1 

No. of mandated institutions at national, basin 
and regional levels with demonstrably 
enhanced capacity to design and implement 
policies, legal frameworks and/or plans based 
on shared learning on IWRM processes 

16 Ministries responsible for water and for environment 
(NDAs) in developing countries of the UfM 

OT2.2 

No. of capacity building and professional 
development workshops/initiatives with a 
significant focus on women, youth, and/or 
other marginalized groups initiated and 
implemented 

2 - WEM related 
- Journalists related 



Please refer to the indicator factsheets for a detailed 
explanation of the different indicators To be completed as part of the 2020 Workplan 

NB IND 
Targets 
set for 
2020 

Explanation of targets set for 2020 (i.e. what do the 
numbers in the column to the left refer to) 

OT2.3 
No. of publications, knowledge products 
(including strategic messages) and tools for 
developed and disseminated 

2 - On transboundary cooperation 
- On climate change financing 

OT2.4 
No. of publications and knowledge products 
that have a prominent gender perspective 
incorporated 

 2 - On Nexus 
- On WEM 

OT2.5 
User satisfaction across knowledge products 
and services produced, managed and 
disseminated 

    

OT2.6 
No. of knowledge exchange and cross-regional 
learning initiatives with commitments for 
concrete follow up 

2 - On transboundary cooperation 
- On NCWR  

OT3.1 

RWP health check score (composite indicator 
measuring financial, governance and 
programmatic reporting parameters recorded 
in the ARAG) 

    

OT3.2 

No. of initiatives that mobilise 
underrepresented groups (incl. gender and 
youth) to engage with water management and 
governance processes and to participate in 
decision making 

2 * Youth in UfM Water Agenda 
* Gender in UfM Water Agenda 

OT3.3 

No. of initiatives with private sector actors to 
mobilise investment, reduce impacts on water 
by key industries, and promote innovation and 
entrepreneurship 

1 * Promotion of Nexus Waste Water Treatment Plans 

 
  



F. GWP-Med Overall Budget estimate 2020 (euros) 
 

SOURCE / PROJECTS 2020 Budget 
estimate 

GWP Core Funding and other GWP project  
GWP Core 180.000 
GWP SP SDG – North Macedonia 20.000 

SUM GWP 200.000 

Locally Raised Funds: GWP-Med   
Making Cooperation Happen in the Mediterranean Project (Sida) 1.000.000 
Drin Projects: Drin Full Size Project and Drin Kosovo Medium Size Project (GEF UNDP) 1.000.000 
Nexus Project in SEE (ADA) 350.000 
GEF IW:LEARN 4 20.000 
SCCF Clima Project in MENA and SEE (GEF UNEP) – contract pending 40.000 
Water for the City Project (The Coca-Cola Foundation) 5.000 
UfM Technical Assistance Project 130.000 
Water & Wetlands Projects in MENA and SEE (MAVA) 70.000 
Non-Conventional Water Resources Management in Malta (The Coca-Cola Foundation), 
2019-2020 280.000 

Zero Drop Greece, 2020-2021 (The Coca-Cola Foundation) – contract pending 100.000 
GEF UNEP Med SCCF Project on Climate Change Adaptation in the Coastal Areas, 2020-
2022 – contract pending 50.000 

GEF UNEP Med Programme Nexus Project in MENA and SEE, 2020-2023 -contract 
pending 150.000 

GEF UNEP Med Programme Source-to-Sea Project in MENA and SEE, 2020-2023 – 
contract pending 30.000 

GEF UNESCO DIKTAS Project, 2020-2023 – contract pending 20.000 
GEF UNDP Floods in SEE, 2020-2023 – contract pending 30.000 

SUM Locally Raised Funds: GWP-Med 3.275.000 

TOTAL Estimate 2020 (Euros) 3.475.000 
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